Family of assailant seeks retrial 

lR) — The family of a Palestinian, sentenced to death by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) For killing three of its Icadeis, 
appealed Tuesday for him to be retried in Tunis where the attack took 
place. Hamza Abu Zeid. 25, was convicted by a Palestinian military court 
in Yemen this month of shooting Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad), the right-hand 
man of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, Had Abdul Hamid and a top 
Khalaf aide on Jan. 16. Hie PLO says it will execute him in Yemen after 
Ramadan which ends in about a week. “Hamza was questioned by the 
Tunisians for what happened in Tunis and they decided it was a 
politically-motivated crime related to internal PLO struggles and handed 
him over to the PLO," said Abdullah Abu Zeid, one of Hamza's brothers. 
“According to international law and practices, a Tunis court should try 
him ami Tunisian laws should be applied because he committed his crime 
there. 1 ' he told Reuters, saying be spoke on behalf of the whole famil y. 
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Iraqi leader meets Yemeni minister 

NICOSIA (R) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein held talks on 
the “current Arab situation with a visiting Yemeni minister on 
Tuesday, die Iraq News Agency (INA) said- INA, mora'iored by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, said Mohammad Ahmad 
Suleiman, the Yemeni housing minister, delivered a message to 
President Saddam from President Ah Abdullah Saleh. It gave no 
details of the message, Yemen denounced Iraq’s Invasion of 
Kuwait, which caused the Gulf war, but opposed the presence of 
foreign troops in the region and called for an Arab solution to the 
crisis. 
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Hitch holds up 


Lebanon asks Egypt, 
Syria to push Baker 

BEIRUT (R) — President Elias 
Hrawi asked Syria and Egypt 
Tuesday to press U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker for an end 
to Israel's occupation of South 
Lebanon. Officials said Mr. Hra- 
wi asked Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad and Egyptian President 
Hosrd Mubarak to urge Mr. Bak- 
er to work towards the imple- 
mentation of a U.N. resolution 
calling on Israelis to leave Leba- 
non. Mr. Baker, now visiting 
Israel, is due in Cairo and 
Damascus this week. The officials 
said Mr. Assad and Mr. Mubarak 
promised to discuss the issue with 
bim. Some 1,000 Israeli troops 
and a 3,000-strong allied 
Lebanese militia hold a border 
“security zone” established in 
1985 and ruaniag up to 15 
kilometres into Lebanese terri- 
tory. U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 425 calls for an immedi- 
ate and unconditional withdrawal 
of all Israeli troops from Leba- 
non. It was adopted following an 
Israeli incursion in 1978. 

Banks to cancel 
debts of Kuwaitis 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's com- 
mercial banks will cancel debts 
totalling some 1.4 billion dinars 
(S4.9 billion) owed by 180,000 
citizens, the governor of the cen- 
tral bank was quoted Tuesday as 
saying. It was the first official 
disclosure of the amount to be 
written off under a decree 
announced by the emir. Sheikh 
Jaber AJ Ahmad A1 Sabah, Sun- 
day night. Radio Kuwait quoted 
Central Bank Governor Sheikh 
Salem Abdul Aziz A1 Saud Al 
Sabah as telling the London- 
based Sawt Al Kuwait newspaper 
that the six local commercial 
banks would pay full interest on 
deposits for the period of the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation. 
He did not disclose how much 
this would involve. 

Afghanistan sacks 
Kishtmand 

ISLAMABAD (R) — The 
Afghan government has sacked 
senior Vice-President Sultan Ali 
Kishtmand, the official Bakhtar 
news agency said Tuesday. He 
was replaced by a junior vice- 
president, Abdul Wahid Sarobi, 
said the agency. Bakhtar gave no 
reason for the dismissal, which it 
said had been unanimously 
approved Monday by a joint ses- 
sion of both houses of parliament 

Pulitzer prizes 
announced 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Des 
Moines Register won the 1991 
Pulitzer Prize for public service 
Tuesday for a story about a 
woman who had been raped. The 
story prompted widespread re- 
consideration of the traditional 
media practice of concealing the 
identity of rape victims. The spot 
news reporting Pulitzer went to 
the staff of the Miami Herald for 
stories about a local cult leader. 
Joseph T. Hallinan and Susan M. 
Headden of the Indianapolis Star 
won the Pulitzer for investigative 
reporting for a series on medical 
malpractice. The Wall Street 
Journal's Susan C. Faludi won 
the 1991 Pulitzer for explanatory 
journalism for a report on the 
leveraged buyout of Safeway 
Stores Inc. that revealed the hu- 
man costs of high finance. Repor- 
ters Marjie Lundstrom and 
Rochelle Sharpe of Gannett 
News Service won the Pulitzer 
prize for national reporting for a 
story that disclosed that hundreds 
of child abuse-related deaths are 
undetected each year as a result 
of errors by medical examiners. 
Tbe beat reporting Pulitzer was 
awarded to Natalie Angier of the 
New York Times for her reports 
on a variety of scientific topics. 
The Washington Post’s Caryle 
Murphy and the New York 
Times" Serge Schmemann won 
the Pulitzer for international re- 
porting. Muiphy won for her 
stories filed from Kuwait and 
Schmemann won for his coverage 
of the reunification of Germany. 
The Pulitzer for feature writing 
went to Sheryl James of the St. 
Petersburg (Florida) Times for 
stories about a mother who aban- 
doned her newborn child. Jim 
Hoagland of the Washington Post 
won the Pulitzer for columns on 
events leading up to the Gulf war 
and the political problems of 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE SECURITY Council 
appeared likely Tuesday to delay 
the formal declaration of a Gulf 
war ceasefire because it had not 
yet received the text of a decree 
by Iraq's Natioinal Assembly 
accepting the council's terms. 

British and United States di- 
plomats said council members 
approved the wording of a letter 
to Iraq saying its foreign minister 
had given irrevocable and un- 
qualified acceptance of a tough 
council resolution setting cease- 
fire terms, and that a ceasefire “is 
therefore now effective." 

But the council was still await- 
ing a copy of the National Assem- 
bly document, also referred to in 
the letter to be sent to Iraqi U.N. 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI PRIME Minister Saa- 
doun Hammadi said Tuesday his 
country would fight calls for a 
Kurdish refuge in his country, but 
a Kurdish rebel leader welcomed 
the plan. 

Tbe United States, Britain and 
France flew supply missions for 
the hordes of refugees backed up 
along the Turkish and Iranian 
borders. About one million bad 
reportedly already crossed. 

Dr. Hammadi said Iraq re- 
jected the British plan for a U.N.- 


Ozal, Peres 

discuss 

‘peace 

water 

pipeline’ 

AMSTERDAM (AP) — Turkish 
Tnrgut Qzai said Tuesday he 
talked with Israeli Labour leader 
Shimon Peres on possible Israeli 
participation in an ambitious 
“peace water pipeline" project 
for the Middle East." 

Mr. Ozal told reporters he met 
Mr. Peres Monday evening at an 
undisclosed location after the 
start of the three-day global panel 
conference on world political and 
economic issues. 

He confirmed earlier reports 
that the two men had discussed 
including Israel in his recently 
revived proposals for the con- 
struction of a regional fresh water 
supply network, but refused to 
give details. 

Tbe Turkish president has re- 
cently revived his 1987 proposal 
to pump water from his nation's 
reservoirs to the arid Gulf states, 
Jordan and Syria as an economic 
vehicle for promoting political 
stability in the region. 

Turkey is the only nation in the 
Middle East with a surplus of 
water. 

Mr. Ozal reintroduced the plan 
after huge oil slicks threatened 
desalination plants on the Ara- 
bian Peninsula during the Gulf 
war and showed the vulnerability 
of the region's fresh water supply. 

Mr. Ozal's proposed network 
would cany six billion litres daily 
to the desert region on a total- of 
about 6,500 kilometres of pipe- 
lines. 

The Israeli source said the 
Israeli politician offered Israel's 
help. 

“I think such a pipeline will 
bring more security and more 
promise to everybody in the Mid- 
dle East — Arabs and Jews 
alike," Mr. Peres said in his 
speech at the meeing Tuesday. 

"The greatest problem the 
Middle East is facing today is the 
lack of water. It's a dry bomb, in 
every possible sense of the 
word," he added. 

Mr. Ozal described part of the 
plan in his Tuesday speech, but 
did not mention the meeting with 
Mr. Peres. 

In the speech, Mr. Ozal repe- 
ated his appeal for the creation of 
a United Nations enclave for the 
Kurds in northern Iraq, which 
Monday received the backing of 
European Community (EC) 


Ambassador Abdul Amir Al 
Anbari. 

Council members disclosed the 
hitch as they arrived for closed- 
door consultations to give final 
approval for the letter. 

The hitch appeared to be only 
technical, but was sufficient to 
delay for perhaps 24 hours the 
despatch of the letter declaring 
the existence of a ceasefire. 

The ceasefire, when eventually 
declared, will replace an informal 
cessation of hostilities that has 
been in effect since the end of 
February between Iraq and the 
United States- led alliance that 
forced it from Kuwait. 

The ceasefire permits the de- 
spatch of a U.N. observer force 
to patrol a demilitarised zone on 
the Iraq-Kuwait border and pave 
the way for the withdrawal of 


protected enclave inside his coun- 
try “and will oppose it by all 
means.” 

In remarks carried by the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA), Dr. Ham- 
madi accused Western nations of 
“fabricating this (refugee) prob- 
lem and exaggerating it.” 

He said his country had already 
taken steps to solve the problem, 
including an amnesty for Kurdish 
rebels and offering transportation 
for refugees who want to return 
borne. 

“Iraq’s statement says every- 
thing about its contempt for hu- 


DAMASCUS (R) — Palestinian 
factions opposed tb Yasser Ara- 
fat urging all Palestinians includ- 
ing the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader to un- 
ite following the Gulf war. 

Abdul Hadi Nashash, spokes- 
man for the anti-Arafat Fateh 
Uprising, told Reuters an initia- 
tive to heal the wounds within the 
Palestinian movement had been 
discussed at meeting in Damascus 
during the past two days. 

"Due to dangers threatening 
the Palestinians we agreed on an 
initiative for a dialogue among all 
Palestinians including Arafat and 
others grouped within the PLO or 
outside it," Mr. Nashash said. 

The meetings were attended by 
three other groups, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine-General Command, the 
Saiqa and the Palestinian Revolu- 
tionary Communist Party. 

The four factions are grouped 
within the Palestinian National 
Salvation Front (PNSF) formed 
in 1984 to oppose Mr. Arafat's 
moderate policies. 

None of the PNSF factions 
come under the PLO umbrella. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Geor- 
gia became the fourth Soviet re- 
public to declare independence 
Tuesday, the second anniversary 
of the slaying of 19 demonstrators 
by Soviet troops wielding shar- 
pened shovels in the capital of 
Tbilisi. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
meanwhile proposed a series of 
emergency measures to halt the 
country's economic upheaval, in- 
cluding a moratorium on strikes 
and demonstrations. 

The declaration by the Geor- 
gian legislature, while largely 
symbolic, puts the fertile south- 
ern republic of 5.3 million people 
on a formal path to secession, 
along with the Baltic republics of 
Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. 

Georgian President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, in an address 
urging the legislature to pass the 
declaration, accused the Soviet 
government of massing 1,500 
troops in South Ossetia, a corner 
of the republic beset by ethnic 
bloodshed. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia also noted 
that 99 per cent of Georgian 
voters bad endorsed independ- 
ence in a referendum on March 


about 100,000 U.S. troops 
occupying part of southern Iraq. 

The letter approved by council 
members' acknowledged receipt 
of Iraq’s acceptance last Saturday 
of U.N. Resolution 687, setting 
terms for a ceasefire. 

These include scrapping Bagh- 
dad's weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and earmarking part of its oil 
revenues for war repartions. 

While the Iraqi note, signed by 
Foreign Minister Ahmad Hus- 
sein, was filled with objections to 
various provisions of the draft, its 
penultimate paragraph said 
Baghdad “has no choice but to 
accept this resolution." 

The response from council 
President Paul Noterdaeme of 
Belgium, addressed to Mr. Anbari, 
says this paragraph “contains 


man life,” said Britain's Foreign 
Office in a statement on the Iraqi 
response. 

Speaking in an interview on 
British Television. Dr. Hammadi 
said the idea behind creating an 
enclave was not humanitarian but 
part of a plot by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
against Baghdad. 

“This whole thing is en- 
gineered, conducted by the CIA. 
This is not a human campaign, it 
looks human but there are politic- 
al, diplomatic purposes and 
(Continued on page 4) 


Mr. Nashash said the hardlin- 
ers wanted a committee to be set 
up to prepare for a special meet- 
ing of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), the Palestinian 
parliament-in-exile, and to elelct 
a new collective leadership. 

Arafat’s support for Iraq in 
Gulf war and its occupation of 
Kuwait has damaged the PLO's 
standing, particularly among 
Arab states which have been its 
chief financial backer. 

Palestinian groups based in 
Damascus were less sympatehtic 
towards Baghdad. 

Mr. Nashash said Palestinians 
should now work to “preserve the 
unity of the PLO as a sole and 
legitimate representative of the 

Palestinian people." 

• 

The initiative was not accom- 
panied by previous demands they 
have made for the removal of Mr. 
Arafat and a renewed armed 
struggle against Israel. 

The PNSF is headed by Khaled 
Al Fahoum, a former PNC speak- 
er, and Abdul Mohsen Abu 
Miaza. former member of the 

- (Continued on page 3) 


31. 

The official Soviet news agency 
TASS and the independent Geor- 
gian news service Iberia said the 
legislature, meeting in special ses- 
sion, unanimously adopted the 
declaration “proclaiming state in- 
dependence for Georgia." 

The immediate effect of the 
declaration was largely symbolic 
because it was unlikely to be 
recognised as legal by President 
Gorbachev and the national 
legislature. 

However, ' the declaration 
could lead to more concrete 
steps, such as creation of a sepa- 
rate currency and economic sys- 
tem. Mr. Gamsakhurdia already 
has begun building a Georgian 
army, and he has called for a 
faster transition to a free market 
than advocated by the central 
government. 

Lithuania was the first Soviet 
republic to declare independ- 
ence, on March 11 . 1990. Gor- 
bachev imposed a crushing seven- 
week economic embargo on the 
Baltic republic following that dec- 
laration which he decreed uircon* 
(C onti nued os page 3) 


Iraq rejects border enclave 
call, warns Turkey and Iran 


PLO dissidents call for 
dialogue with Arafat 


Georgia declares its 
independence; Gorbachev 
tackles economic crisis 


formal Gulf ceasefire 


official notification of the accept- 
ance, irrevocable and without 
qualifying conditions, by Iraq of 
Resolution 687 (1991), in accord- 
ance with paragraph 33 of that 
resolution." 

Mr. Noterdame pins the Iraqis 
down further, adding: “This was 
un firmed to me during my meet- 
ing with you (Mr. Anbari) on 
April 8," while also noting that 
Iraq's National Assembly 
accepted the resolution on April 
6 . 

“The members of the Security 
Council have, lastly, asked me to 
note that the conditions estab- 
lished in paragraph 33 of Resolu- 
tion 687 (1991) have now been 
met and that the formal ceasefire 
referred to in paragraph 33 of 
that resolution is therefore now 
effective," the letter concluded. 


Paragraph 33 of Resolution 
687, adopted on April 3, “de- 
clares that, upon official natifica- 
tion by Iraq to the secretary 
general and to the Security coun- 
cil of its acceptance of tbe provi- 
sions above, a formal ceasefire is 
effective between Iraq and 
Kuwait and the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait in 
accordance with Resolution 687 
(1990).” 

Hie council was to hold an 
open meeting to approve the 
mandate of a U.N. observer team 
to patrol a demilitarised zone 
extending 10 kilometres into Iraq 
and five kilometres into Kuwait, 
as also stipulated in the ceasefire 
resolution. 

The 1,440-man unit, called the 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observation' 
Mission (UNIKOM), will com- 


prise 300 observers and five in- 
fantry companies to ensure secur- 
ity, as weD as a field engineering 
unit to help clear mines, a logis- 
tics unit and an air wing equipped 
with planes and helicopters. 

The White House said Tuesday 
that U.S. surveillance flights 
would continue over Iraq, even 
after American forces have been 
withdrawn, to make sure the 
U.N.-imposed ceasefire is being 
respected. 

Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater did not say how long 
tbe Sights would continue. 

Mr. Fitzwater also said the 
administration was studying a 
European proposal for a U.N.- 
protected refugee zone in north- 
ern Iraq to accommodate the 
thousands of Kurdish. 

“We are discussing it. We think 


it has some merit," Mr. Fitzwater 
said. 

The United States has been 
airdropping food, blankets and 
other supplies to Kurish refugees 
in northern Iraq since Sunday. 

Mr. Fitzwater said withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from the Gulf 
would be sharply accelerated next 
Friday once the U.N. observer 
force is in place. 

There are now 350,000 U.S. 
forces in tbe Gulf region, down 
from 540,000 when President 
George Bosh called a halt to the 
war on Feb. 27. 

Mr. Fitzwater said the U.N. 
observer force would total some 
1,400 members, including both 
armed and unarmed contingents. 
"The question of U.S. participa- 
tion is still undetermined, "he 
said. 


U.S., Israel agree in principle 
over regional peace conference 


Masri to 
present 
Jordan’s 
views to 
Baker 
in Geneva 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Taher Al Masri has de- 
scribed his planned meeting in 
Geneva this week with U.S. 
Secretary of State Janies Baker as 
important and said the Middle 
East region was expected 
to witness new developments re- 
lated to the Palestine problem 
and tbe Arab-Zsraeli conflict. 

The Geneva meeting on Friday 
will be dedicated to consult^ 
tions and to discussing general 
topics related to American ideas 
and Jordan's role in the peace- 
making process, the minister told 
Jordan Television and the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Stressing Jordan’s importance 
in the peace process in virtue of it 
being the Arab country with the 
longest confrontation line with 
Israel and the closest to tbe 
Palestinian people, the minister 
said that he would present Jor- 
dan's views and will make it dear 
that tbe Kingdom will adhere to 
its declared position. 

But, he said, Jordan looks to 
the future with an open mind. 

The minister said the oppor- 
tunity could present itself for 
opening “a new door" as long as 
the United States continues to 
declare its deep concern over and 
commitment to finding a solution 
to the Middle East conflict. 

Referring to Mr. Baker's cur- 
rent tour of the region, Mr. Masri 
said that the U.S. secretary could 
be following up on the talks held 
in the earlier tour of last month. 
Jordan is not aware of any Amer- 
ican views because Mr. Baker did 
not come to Jordan in the earlier 
tour, and did not meet with any 
Jordanian official, Mr. Masri 
said. 

But the second tour in so many 
months indicates that the Amer- 
icans have something new in 
mind and this could be disclosed 
after Mr. Baker’s return to 
Washington, the minister said. 

Mr. Masri said that Mr. Baker 
had expressed a desire to meet 
with Jordanian officials and an 
agreement was reached between 
the two sides that such meeting 
should be held in a foreign coun- 
try. 

Asked if there was any coor- 
dination between Jordan and 
other Arab countries with re gar d 
to Washington's current moves to 
solve the Middle East conflict, 
Mr. Masri said that that such coor- 
dination and consultation with 
certain Arab states existed. He 
referred to His Majesty King 
Hussein's contacts with Arab lead- 
ers and his own tour of the Arab 
Maghreb Union countries as part 
of coordination in this regard. 

Depending on the ontcome of 
the Geneva meeting, Mr. Masri 
said, Jordan will intensify its 
efforts and contacts with the 
Arab countries because Amman 
would like to reach a unified 
stand with regard to the Middle 
East question. 


TEL AVIV (R) — The United 
States and Israel agreed in princi- 
ple on Tuesday to work for a 
regional Middle East peace con- 
ference but a host of practical 
problems remained to be worked 
out, a senior U.S. official said. 

Briefing reporters after Secret- 
ary of State James Baker met 
Israeli leaders and a group of 
Palestinian nationalists, the offi- 
cial said: 

’The idea of having a meeting 
has been agreed. The details, 
format, location, timing, partici- 
pants — none of these were 
worked out." 

After meeting Mr. Baker for 90 
minutes. Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy suggested there was 
broad agreement on the under- 
lying aims of such a conference 
which would be chaired by the 
United States and attended by 


Combined agency dispatches 

PALESTINIANS IN Cairo said 
on Tuesday a regional Middle 
East conference agreed upon by 
Israel and the United States 
would not achieve peace. 

Egypt also rejected Israel's 
proposals for separate negotia- 
tions with Arab governments for 
solving the Middle East conflict, 
the leading state-owned newspap- 
er Al Abram reported in its 
Wednesday early edition. 

U.S. Secretary- of State James 
Baker, currently visiting Israel 
and due in Cairo Wednesday, 
agreed in principle with Israeli 
officials to hold regional talks, 
but practical details were yet to 
be worked out, a senior U.S. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Disappointed Palestinian 
leaders said their talks Tuesday 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker revealed no appa- 
rent change in U.S. or Israeli 
policies towards the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

“Really, we can’t tell you ab- 
out anything encouraging out of 
this meeting," said Dr. Haydar 
Al Shafi, one of the six Palesti- 
nians who had a two-hour session 
with Mr. Baker. 

Another physician from the 
Gaza Strip, Dr. Zakaria Al 
Agfaa, concurred. Asked at a 
news conference if be had any- 
thing to take back to Gazans, he 
said: "Indeed, I don’t find any- 
thing to tell them.” 

The closed-door meeting was 
the second in a month between 
Mr. Baker and Palestinians from 
the occupied territories. 

The six support of the main- 
stream Fateh faction of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). They said PLO headquar- 
ters in Tunis approved the meet- 
ing. 

Other PLO factions and the 
Muslim fundamen talis t Hamas 
group boycotted the talks be- 
cause the March 12 meeting with 
Mr. Baker produced no results. 


the Soviet Union, Israel and 
Arab states. 

He did not say who would 
represent tbe Palestinians. 

Mr. Baker, who later met 
separately Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir. Defence Minister 
Mosbe Arens and six Palestinian 
leaders, cautioned against undue 
optimism. 

“I agree we have bad a produc- 
tive and very constructive meet- 
ing this morning and I don't wish 
to dimini sh that in any way by 
saying that there is a long, long 
way to go," he said. 

“There are many, many parties 
involved. There are a lot of ques- 
tions before us that have to be 
addressed and that have not been 
resolved, so I hope that there is 
no rush to judgement here." 

Mr. Shamir’s spokesman Avi 
Pazner said Mr. Baker would 


official said. 

“In principle, we reject a re- 
gional conference in substance 
and form," said a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official in Cairo who asked not to 
be named. 

“A regional gathering will not 
achieve peace because it excludes 
parties integral to the conflict," 
he said. 

He said an international con- 
ference, approved by Egypt and 
Arab states, would guarantee 
that all parties in tbe conflict 
would be involved. Palestinians 
would have tbe right to self- 
determination and Israel would 
be forced to get out of Lebanon 
and return the Golan Heights to 


Faisal Husseini said Mr. Baker 
brought up the idea of a regional 
peace conference to launch nego- 
tiations with Arab states and the 
Palestinians in the aftermath of 
the Gulf war. 

He quoted Mr. Baker as saying 
there was “more than one 
alternative about how this region- 
al conference can be built." but 
be declined to elaborate, saying: 
“There are a lot of points, which 
must be clarified." 

He cautioned that Palestinians 
were not happy about Mr. Bak- 
er’s “two-track" approach of 
separating the Arab-braeli con- 
flict from that of the Palestinians. 

“Actually we don’t much like 
this idea," Mr. Husseini said. 
“We would like to see tbe whole 
problem resolved in one way and 
not to solve one problem on the 
account of another problem." 

He repeated the Palestinians’ 
demand to be represented in 
negotiations by the PLO. 

Mr. Husseini also expressed 
disappointment that Mr, Baker 
did not get Israel to ease up on 
expelling Palestinian activists, 
settling Jews in the occupied ter- 
ritories or putting economic con- 
straints on Palestinian workers. 

He said he wanted to see prac- 
tical measures, not “theoretical 


meet tbe prime minister again on 
Wednesday before leaving for 
Egypt, the next destination on his 
Middle East tour. Mr. Pazner 
said Tuesday’s meeting was “very 
gpod" but gave no further details. 

Mr. Baker was in the region for 
the second time in a month to 
pursue Middle East peace efforts, 
hoping to exploit Washington's 
new standing in the region follow- 
ing the Gulf war. 

He was to travel from Egypt to 
Syria and planned to meet the 
Jordanian foreign minister in 
Geneva Friday. 

The U.S. official said the aim 
of a regional conference was to 
break long-standing taboos that 
had prevented direct talks be- 
tween Israel and Arabs and pave 
the way for substantive trilateral 


Syria. 

“It (international conference) 
won't solve only one problem, 
but all Middle East problems," 
the PLO official told Reuters. 

“If Israel and the United States 
have indeed agreed on a regional 
conference, then the United 
States is no longer able to find 
peace in the region." another 
PLO official said. “Israel and tbe 
United States are strong allies, so 
there will be no opponents and no 
judges in this case." 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said this month he (fid 
not approve of a regional confer- 
ence, felt a gathering grouping 
the five permanent members of 


things.” 

The Palestinians said they were 
especially concerned about 
Israel's settlement policy, which 
has put about 85,000 Jews in the 
occupied territories. 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
on Monday reiterated his plan to 
build 13,000 new homes in the 
occupied territories over the next 
two years. 

“As the United States admits, 
this process of settlements is in 
contradiction to the prospects for 
peace," Mr. Shafi said. “We 
asked if they are willing to prevail 
on Israel to stop the settlement 
process, and the answer was no." 

Mr. Husseini said Mr. Baker 
repeated Washington’s view that 
the settlements are impeding 
peace, “but we didn’t hear fr o m 
Mr. Baker any promise that the 
United States will stop such poli- 
cies." 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij 
said the settlements amounted to 
annexing the occupied territories. 

Still, he suggested there were 
opportunities after the Gulf war 
for peace. "The present time is a 
momentous time for a break- 
through," Mr. Freij said. “We 
asked many questions, and we 
expect to receive some answers." 


(Con tinu ed on page 4) 

Egypt, Palestinians in Cairo 
reject regional parley idea 


(Continued on tinge 4) 

Palestinians disappointed 
over talks with Baker 




Home News 


JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10. 1991 .i* 


Committee formed to make Y ° uthto 
arrangements for pilgrims to Iraqis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ibra- 
him Kflani has formed a new 
committee to conduct an assess* 
ment of the performance of a 
national company which last year 
undertook the task of transport- 
ing pilgrims to and from Mecca 
and Medina and ensuring their 
accommodation there. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Ahmad Hilayel met with the 
committee members Tuesday to 
discuss its agenda and said that 
the committee would be charged 
with contacting the concerned au- 
thorities in Saudi Arabia to make 
arrangements for the pilgrimage 
towards the end of June this year. 

Dr. Hilayel said that there 
would be new arrangements with 
the contractors who can take 
charge of the transportation and 
lodging matters. 

“The Arab and Islamic nations 
are going through very difficult 
stages in the wake of the Gulf war, 
the Arab ranks are in disarray 
and Arab people are suffering 
from deteriorating economic con- 
ditions,” Dr. Hilayel said. 

“The coming haj’fholy pilgrim- 
age to Mecca) should prompt 
every Arab and Muslim to contri- 
bute towards helping the Arabs 


and Muslims overcome the pie- . 
sent difficult situation,” he 
added. 

Dr. Hilayel voiced satisfaction 
with the dose cooperation be- 
tween the ministries of awqaf in 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia and 
underlined the need for all Arab 
and Islamic countries to open a 
new chapter m brotherly relations 
based on mutual respect to safe- 
guard the higher national in- 
terests. 

Last year, Jordanian company 
entrusted with the task of trans- 
porting pilgrims was reported in 
dispute with the Ministry of Aw- 
qaf over its performance, with the 
latter accusing the company of 
failing to honour the commitment 
and to provide aizconditioned 
buses to transport the pilgrims. 

Earlier, officials at the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs said 
that the Jordanian government 
had given the pilgrims clearance 
to perform the haj this year. 

The haj is one of the five basic 
duties of Islam and should be 
performed by every Muslim at 
least once in his lifetime, if he has 
the means. 

In the past years, Jordan was 
allowed to send up to 15.000 


pilgrims to haj, bur as the reg- 
istration has not begun for the 
pilgrimage this year, there is no 
information as to the number of 
Muslins wishing to perform the 
pilgrimage this year. 

Syrian and Turkish pilgrims 
normally travel to Mecca by land 
via Jordan and the minister of 
awqaf Tuesday chaired a meeting 
at his office to review prepara- 
tions and facilities normally 
offered to these pilgrims at the 
pilgrims dries in Ramtha, Maan 
and othet areas where they stay 
on their way to the holy places.' 

According to a statement by 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
the minister and a special com- 
mittee supervising the passage of 
Turks through Jordan reviewed 
the various articles of an agree- 
ment between the religious affairs 
authorities in Jordan and Turkey 
and were also briefed on the 
types of services offered to the 
Turkish pilgrims, like postal ser- 
vices, civil defence, and water 
supply. 

Each of the Turkish pilgrims, 
according to Perra, has to pro- 
duce a vaccination certificate 
against meningitis, issued not 
more than 10 days before enter- 
ing Jordanian territory. 


Paper plant to expand production 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In view of the 
growing demand for paper and 
cardboard for different indus- 
tries, the Jordan Paper and Card- 
board Factories Company 
(JPCFCO) has decided to open a 
new production line in July this 
year to produce a new type of 
reinforced cardboard with a pro- 
duction capacity three times high- 
er than the present carton pro- 
duction line, according to com- 
pany Director General Abdul 
Nour Habaibeh. 

He said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the total cost of the new produc- 
tion line, including the premises, 
installations and other facilities, 
amounts to JD 5 milli on. 

The company last year pro- 
duced 23,000 tonnes of paper and 
cardboard, of different forms and 
types, sold in Jordan and on Arab 
markets for a total of JD ,; 8.5 
million, up from JD 7.8 million in 
1989, Dr. Habaibeh said.. 

He said that' nearly 41.9 per 
cent of the total sales went for 
export, earning Jordan badly 
needed hard currency. 

Paper and cardboard is being 
used in increasing quantities in 
the fields of agriculture, industry 
and education (schools, universi- 


ties) as well as for office work, 
newspaper and book printing, 
according to Dr. Habaibeh. 

Dr. Habaibeh, who estimates 
Jordan's total consumption of 
paper and cardboard ax JD 30 
million annually, said that the 
Kingdom imported JD 25 million 
worth of paper and cardboard 
from other countries while the 
rest was provided by the local 
company. 

“Jordan's consumption of pap- 
er and cardboard by the end of 
the century is expected to rise to 
JD 110 million and. therefore, 
there is urgent need for expan- 
sion in this industry to meet the 
growing needs,” Dr. Habaibeh 
pointed out. 

The JPCFCO’s total capital 
now stands at JD 3 million, up 
from JD 1.5 millian when the 
company was founded in 1973, 
bat the co mpany ’s assets and 
investments are estimated now at 
JD 10 million, . Dr. Habaibeh 
said. . : 

He said that the company oper- 
ated two separate plants. One to 
produce different types of paper 
at the raze of 10,000 tonnes 
annually, while tire other for pro- 
ducing cardboard at the rate of 
13,000 tonnes a year. 

The company, which employs 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Labour Ministry pians campaign 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Labour has made plans for 
large scale campaigns in Ruweished, Hassa and the Amman 
central market place to ensure that no non-Jordanian workers are 
employed in these areas without valid work permits. The decision 
was taken at a meeting chaired by Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim A1 Dughmi during which requests for the employment of 
135 workers were turned down and 94 granted. 

Amman municipality to attend meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Greater Amman Municipality will take 
part in a meeting of the Permanent Bureau of the Arab and 
Islamic Cities and Capitals Organisation which will be held in 
Rabat on April 19. This was a decision taken by A mm a n Mayor 
Ali Subeimat at a municipal council meeting held Tuesday. 

Taflleh agriculture badly hit by storm 

TAFELEH (Petra) — A report on the damages caused by the 
recent storms in Tafileh Governorate revealed that large scale 
damage mainly affected the agricultural sector. A report, pre- 
pared by a committee which toured the various areas, said that 90 
per cent of the water springs had been totally destroyed, and most 
of the irrigation canals and fruit trees were swept away while large 
numbers of sheep and poultry were lost. 

Some Iraqi universities reopen 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Higher Education said 
Tuesday that various Iraqi universities would reopen for studies 
on April 20, 1991, according to cable received from the Jordanian 
Embassy in Baghdad. The ministry called on Jor d a nian students 
wishing to continue studies in Iraq to call at the Jordanian cultural 
attache at the embassy in Baghdad as soon as they arrive in the 
Iraqi capital for further instructions. 



Business Manager Wanted 

International Development Organization Seeks 
Business Manager 
For Income - Generation Projects for women 

ir Jordanian male or female 

☆ Business degree preferred • _ fl . . 

* Three years business experience and willing to learn 

market-oriented approach 

☆ Fluent in written and spoken English and Arabic 

☆ Energetic and well-organized 

☆ works well with people 

' Qualified applicants please phone 
628760 - 656672 


300 workers and engineers, saves 
the country up to S20 'million 
worth of cardboard and paper, 
according to Dr. Habaibeh. 

He said that refuse paper is 
being collected and recycled to 
produce further quantities of pap- 
er and cardboard used in various 
industries. 

Dr. Habaibeh said that the 
company planned to start produc- 
ing carton boxes for various uses 
by 1992, and has drawn up (dans 
for increasing paper and card- 
board production in a manner 
that would boost its sales by 70 
per cent. 

Furthermore, the company has 
contacted the ministries of fi- 
nance, agriculture, water and 
irrigation as well as the Depart- 
ment of Lands and Survey with 
the aim of carrying out an agri- 
cultural project designed to pro- 
vide the company with material 
to manufacture paper. Dr... 
Habaibeh pointed but. 

He said; that. Jhe B project en- 
tailed planting Targe areas with 
special types of trees, forming an 
artificial forest whose timber can 
be made into paper and card- 
board. 

The initial feasibility studies 
conducted in this field. Dr. 
Habaibeh said, were encouraging 
and there will be a joint meeting 
by investors from the public and 
private sectors soon for another 
examination of the project, 
which, be said, would save the 
country a fortune. 


Housing 
Corporation 
to merge 
with UDD 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Parliament's 
extraordinary session, expected 
in the summer, will review a draft 
law on the merger of the Housing 
Corporation with the Urban De- 
velopment Department (UDD), 
according to corporation Director 
Yousef Hiyasat. 

The decision to merge the 
two departments, he said, came 
as a recommendation in 1985 by a 
national population strategy com- 
mittee, which had conducted field 
studies and research work on the 
work of each departmentr and 
will be in implementation of the 
1988 strategy endorsed by the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing. 

“A merger of the two depart- 
ments is designed to organise the 
bousing sector and to work out 
new housing programme that 
would give due attention to the 
needs of limited-income groups,” 
Mr. Hiyasat said in a statement to 
A1 Ra*i Arabic daily. 

“Indeed, the move would re- 
duce administrative cost and pool 
the two departments’ resources in 
a manner that would offer better 
performance,” Mr. Hiyasat 
added. 

Once the merger has taken 
place, he said, the ensuring de- 
partment would be known by the 
name of the General Organisa- 
tion for Housing and Urban De- 
velopment, which, he said, would 
be entrusted with aHjmatters re- 
lated to the implementation of 
the national population strategy 
in the Kingdom. 

The Housing Corporation is 
now ran as an important arm of 
the Ministry of Public Works, but 
before 1989 it used to be under 
the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 


present gifts 
to Iraqis 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Youth Federation is sending 
a team on a visit to Iraq during 
the coining Eid A1 Fitr holiday to 
present gifts to the Iraqis wound- 
ed in the bombing raids on Iraqi 
cities, according to an announce- 
ment by the federation President 
Seif AJ Din Murad. 

He told a press conference that 
the team would group representa- 
tives of 25 Jordanian youth clubs 
who raised donations and gifts to 
Iraqi war victims. 

“The federation has decided to 
raise funds for the reconstruction 
of the milk factory in Baghdad, 
which was raided and destroyed 
by the allied forces during the 
Gulf war, or any other food 
processing plant which the Iraqi ; 
government plans to set up in the 
course of the reconstruction pro- 
cess of the country." said Mr. 
Murad who just returned from a 
visit to Baghdad along with youth 
.and student groups from Jordan 
and other Arab countries. 

Mr. Murad, who is also a Mem- 
ber of Parliament, said the groups 
met with Iraqi officials and 
groups representing Iraq youth 
organisations to discuss the con- 
sequences of the war and the 
Iraqi people's needs of assistance. 

• At the press conference, a 
general federation statement was 
read out revealing that the youth 
of the Arab World have set up a 
special fund for supporting the 
steadfastness of the Iraqi people. 

The fund, to be based in Am- 
man with branches in various 
Arab states, will be operating 
under the supervision of various 
youth organisations which sup- 
port Iraq. 


Trust unveils plan to safeguard 
Petra’s natural, cultural treasures 


Horse 

jumping 

competition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Organis- 
ing Committee of the Arabian 
Hourse Club will hold show 
jumping competitions on Thurs- 
day at the Arabian Horse Club’s 
closed arena. 

Events of Thursday’s competi- 
tions- will • include many daring 
and., interesting showjumpings 
and games. Gymkana for chil- 
dren. Elementary class jumping 
at height of 60 centimetres max- 
imum. Novice class jumping at 
height of 90 centimetres max- 
imum. National Jordanian class 
at height of 1.10 metres max- 
imum. Two fence challenge com- 
petition. This will be the highlight 
of all competitions. Two fences 
will keep getting higher every 
time riders jump them clear. 

Thursday's events will be held 
under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Haya 
Bint AI-Hussein, 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Petra 
National Trust, an organisation 
dedicated to preserving the rich 
heritage, natural beauty and 
quality of life of the people of the 
Petra region in south Jordan, 
held its first public meeting in 
Amman Tuesday to review a 
proposed Petra Region Develop- 
ment Plan drawn up by 
architecture students and staff 
from the University of Jordan. 

Petra National Trust President 
Prince Raad Ben Zeid pledged 
that the trust would “exert "the 
same effort today to preserve the 
human and na rural heritage of 
Petra as the Nabateans exerted in 
creating it 2.000 years ago.” 

The long-term development 
plan unveiled Tuesday was drawn 
up by University of Jordan fourth 
year architecture students and 
their professors who have worked 
on it for the past nine months. 
The plan was requested and 
funded by the Petra National 
Trust. 

Prince Raad thanked the uni- 
versity students and staff for their 
hard work, noting that “this de- 
velopent plan is noteworthy for 
its realistic quality work, and 
because it was drawn up by 
Jordanians who know the region 
and its people and who are sensi- 
tive to the particular cultural en- 
vironment and human and econo- 
mic needs of the country.” 


Tuesday's meeting was 
attended by Her Majesty "Queen 
Noor AJ Hussein, patron and 
honorary chairperson of the 
trust, as well as by members of 
the trust’s Board of Directors, the 
mayor and members of the muni- 
cipal council of Wadi Musa, offi- 
cials from Ma'an Governorate 
and concerned national ministries 
in Amman, and staff and students 
from the University of Jordan. 

The Petra Region Develop- 
ment Plan aims at assuring that 
long-term municipal and touristic 
expansion can take place in and 
around Petra without destroying 
the special cultural fabric of' the 
area or encroaching upon its uni- 
que antiquities or natural en- 
vironment. 

It comprises proposals for land 
use, zoning, environmental pro- 
tection. expansion of commercial 
and residential areas, transport, 
municipal services, touristic faci- 
lities. cultural activities and 
archaeological preservation re- 
quirements. 

Prince Raad expressed hope 
that all concerned public and 
private sector bodies in the coun- 
try would carefully study the plan 
and then closely coordinate their 
future activities in the Petra re- 
gion. 

The Petra National Trust 
(PNT I was established IS months 
ago by a group ot concerned 


Jordanians m order to bring 
together people in Jordan and 
abroad who share a deep appre- 
ciation of the natural beauty and 
cultural wealth of the Petra re- 
gion _ an d who are committed to 
3 collective international effort to 
safeguard its unique physical and 
human heritage. 

The PNT has worked quietly 
sir.ee its, inception in I9S9. This 
autumn it plans to launch an 
international fund-raising cam- 
paign to endow it with a trust 
fund to finance long-term efforts, 
including excavations, conserva- 
tion, preservation, publications, 
tourism development and promo- 
tion. museum displays and ex- 
hibitions. information dissemina- 
tion, and cultural and human 
development activities. 

Prince Raad noted that “just as 
Petra was the result of sustained 
and construc*ive interaction 
among the great civilisations uf the- 
ancient world, an international 
effort is required today to protect 
and preserve Petra, and to assure 
its physical safe being for the en- 
joyment. scholarship and pride of 
future generations.” 

He noted the need fur uigenl 
action because the delicate en- 
vironmental balance in the Petra 
region u> extremely vulnerable to 
pressures .from the brisk increase 
in tourism and the natural expan- 
sion of Wadi Mousa village and 


other nearby settlements, such a» 
Beidha. 

Within a few years, Petra ex- 
pects to receive over 200.1} X* 
tourists a year, with over 2.ut* ? 
people entering the ancient city 
every day during the spring and 
autumn high seasons. 

The PNT will not implement 
projects itself, but wit! act as a 
coordination, research, promo- 
tion and funding body. Mem- 
bership in the Petra National 
Trust is open to individuals and 
institutions from any country 
The annual membership fee for 
individuals is JD 20 m Jordan, ur 
$25 abroad. 

The trust's officers include 
Suha Shoman and Dr Raout Abe 
Jaher (vice presidents), Karen 
Asfour isecretarv) and Rami 
Khnuri f treasurer i. 

The rest of the members of the 
founding hoard are Her Ilighnes 
Princess Majda Raad Ben Ze:J 
Widad Kawar, Ail Jabn. 
Zayudine. Nasri Atalla icx utti- 
ciu. Tourism Ministry ) and tihoc. 
Bishch (ex otficio. Department o: 
Antiquities). 

The Petra National Trust is ar. 
independent, non -profit -makin.- 
chaniable society, which accept", 
tax-deductible donations accord- 
ing to Jordanian taw. 


Minister urges private sector to support tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Tourism’s 1991 budget is bare- 
ly JD 500,000. which is mostly 
spent as salaries and pressing 
services for resthouses and adver- 
tising booklets, and the private 
sector is called on to contribute 
towards boosting the tourism in- 
dustry in the: country, according 
to Minister of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Daoud Khalaf. 

Speaking in* an interview on 
Jordan Television, the minister 
said that the private sector was 
'being helped by the ministry to 
cany out projects and he would 
want the private sector to set up 
tourist villages and other facilities 
to encourage tourism. 

"What is also needed is joint 
efforts to help protea archaeolo- 
gical sites and prevent robberies 
of antiquities, .as happened in the 

Dissidents 

(Continued from page 1} 
PLO Executive Committee. 

Mr. Nashash said the dialogue 
should draw up a political and 
organisational plan for the PLO 
that would support the uprising in 
the Israeli-occupied territories. 

“There are attempts to crush 
the uprising and we should unify 
our ranks to foil these plans.” 

The new Palestinian leadership 
should work to ensure imple- 


past few years." the minister said. 

Indeed, he said, it should be a 
national effort for everyone to try 
to boost the tourism industry 
which earns the country 18 per 
cent o: us foreign currency. 

Mr. Khalaf said that the* gov- 
ernment built resthouses. offered 
exemptions and facilities as well 
as land for the private sector 
companies to invest in tourism 
projects, and it wanted the pri- 
vate companies to provide the 
capital for such important and 
lucrative investments. 

Interviewed on the same televi- 
sion programme. George Bawab. 
a tourist agent, echoed’the minis- 
ter’s views about the importance 
of boosting the tourism industry 
and said that each foreign tourist 
speht'SlOO in Jordan. “This is. of 
course, in addition to the air fare 

mentation of United Nations re- 
solutions regarding the Palesti- 
nian problem. Mr. Nashash said. 

“These resolutions should be 
applied to Israel as they were 
applied to Iraq when it occupied 
Kuwait." 

_ “There are Arab lands occu- 
pied by Israel and there are re- 
solutions demanding Israeli with- 
drawal from these territories. All 
we want is implementation of 
U.N. resolutions. We wish this 
could be done through peaceful 
means,” he said. 


paid to Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
which is also a great contributor 
to the tourism industry," Mr. 
Bawab said. 

Another agent. Sami Sawalhu. 
said that the private and public 
sectors had been cooperating in 
this field by inviting tour oper- 
ators. writers and journalists for 
visits to Jordan and both had 
been attending conferences, ex- 
hibitions in London and Berlin to 
encourage tourists to come to 
Jordan. 

He said that displaying tradi- 
tional handicrafts and holding ex- 
hibitions. which the government 
is encouraging in Amman and in 
foreign countries, were a great 
help too. He said that work was 
under way for holding a tourism 
exhibition in Tunis iS\" two 
months' time to display artifacts 

Georgia 

(Continued from page 1) 
sti rational. 

Mr. Gorbachev Tuesday called 
for the ban on rallies and "other 
political actions that might des- 
tabilise the political situation in 
the country." warning through a 
spokesman of the threat of eco- 
nomic collapse. 

The Soviet leader also prop- 
osed a series of emergency steps 
to prevent the destabilisation of 


and other items that can encour- 
age tourists to conic to the coun- 
try. 

Ministry of Tourism Secretary 
General Naxn A tall ah said Is-: 
month that his office was laun- 
ching a targe scale campaign in 
Jordan and abroad in a bid to 
revive the tourism industry in tiic 
Kingdom, now that the Gulf war 
has ended, and that airlines were 
operating normally again. 

Mr. Atallah said that immedi- 
ate plans were being worked out 
entailing programmes to uttraci 
tourist groups from Europe, 
especially from Germany. Spain 
and Scandinavian countries. 

Mr. Atallah estimated Jordan's 
losses in tourism, during the cri-* 
sis. at $250,000 million, but he 
•said plans under way were bound 
to help revive the industry. 

/the country. 

Presidential spokesman Vifjv 
Ignatenko said Mr. Gorbachev 
announced the “anti-crisis" mea- 
sures at a meeting of the federa- 
tion council called to discuss the 
outcome of a national referen- 
dum March 17 on preserving the 
union. 

"We face the danger of econo-, 
mic collapse, with ail the coo-* 
sequences.” Mr. Ignatenko 
quoted Mr. Gorbachev as saying. 
"The danger is real." 


Jordan Times 

An j n dr p c iMkjrt Arab pofa iral dtfljr p diHdwd in EngU by tbe Jordan Pm* Foaadxbon. 
Ettrttohcd 1973 

- B * ■ j 11 jc i; jaUffl. J ■■ iff; 1 1» ijiiijin in.,JL jtfi iMW 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL RAYED 

Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Editor-ta-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices; 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

7ne Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Beyond talk 

IN HIS booh “The Jewish Paradox,” Nahum Godmann, 
quoted the late Israeli prime minis ter David Ben Gurion as 
telling him (in 1956): “I don’t understand your optimism. 
Why should the Arabs make peace? If 1 was an Arab leader 
I would never make terms with Israel. That is natural: We 
have taken their country.” In the 35 years since that 
conversation, much change has taken place in the political 
landscape of the Middle East, the most prominent of which 
is probably the metamorphosis in Arab thinking on the 
question of Israel’s existence and acceptance in this region. 
Today it is not so much an issue of the Arabs not recognising 
Israel and not wanting to make peace with it as it is indeed 
the other way round. It is now a question of whether the 
Israelis themselves are willing and ready to make peace with 
the Arabs. 

For clarity's sake, we will try not to obfuscate the real 
issue here, not to confuse Israel's desire to establish normal 
ties with the Arab countries with its concurrent intransi- 
gence on Palestinian rights. The Jewish state, in other 
words, wants to have its cake and eat it too. Israelis want to 
gain everything in return for giving up nothing. Which 
brings os back to Ben Gurion 's historic admission that 
Israel took Palestine away from the Palestinians and his 
successors’ insistence on not accommodating the disposses- 
sed and fstatpjpsn people in their own country and homeland. 

This is in fact the biggest problem that lies at the heart of 
each and every peace proposal that aims at solving the 
so-called Middle East conflict. Whether it is the internation- 
al peace conference, or the two-track approach or the 
regional meeting to which Israel and the U.S. yesterday 
agreed, the problem is Palestine — the land and its people 
— first and foremost. Whatever ideas are touted, proposals 
advanced, steps taken, the issue that has to be settled Is in 
the final analysis the kind of accommodation that will take 
place between Israelis and Palestinians on that piece of land. 
All Arab countries, and the rest of the world, save for Israel, 
agree that only the Palestinians can decide their - future, 
otherwise known as Palestinian self-determination, and only 
they can sign away half of their territory to the Israelis and 
live with them in peace ever after. The rest of the Arabs 
cannot and will not do this for or on behalf of the 
Palestinians. Tbe Arab World will help, support and bless 
any accord between the two peoples, bat it will not be a 
substitute for the people of Palestine, under any form or 
banner. 

Tbe Israelis are stupid not to realise this, even though 
they know it and do everything possible to avoid it. In the 
immediate future at least, it is incumbent on their friends 
and financiers in Washington to instil that sense of realism 
in Israeli minds, something which is desperately needed for 
any progress and eventual solution. Short of such depth, all 
this talk about confidence and tracks and meetings will 
remain just that: talk. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


UNITED Nations Security Council Resolution (SR7 is the latest 
U.S.-Zionist ploy to impose humiliation on the Arab Nation 
rather than the Iraqi leadership and people: and it won't be long 
before the colonial powers would turn their attention to another 
Arab country, said Al Ra'i Arabic daily Tuesday. We will be 
deceived as a nation if we consider this unjust resolution as 
directed against Iraq and its president, and we will be naive 
should wc regard its terms as designed to impose domination and 
subjugation over the Iraqi people alone, the paper noted. It said 
(hat the resolutions of the Security Council have all been worked 
out in a manner to deprive the Arabs of any power and they offer 
the Zionists a service that would enable them to consolidate their 
hold on Arab land in Palestine and other areas of the Arab 
World. The latest resolution, which was sponsored by the United 
States, is vet one more rope being tightened around our necks 
strangling us ail and keeping Israel as strong as ever and acting as 
a forward military bastion for the West, the paper continued. The 
paper bitterly criticised the Soviet Union and China whose leaders 
have been bragging about their support for the struggles of people 
around the world against colonial powers while allowing these 
powers to exterminate the Arab people of Iraq. Indeed, the paper 
added, the latest Security Council resolution paves the way for 
further atrocities by the colonial powers which would not spare 
any Arab country from aggression. 

A columnist in Al Dustour daily calls on investors to turn their 
attention to food processing and dairy industries not only because 
such venture is lucrative, but also because it saves the country a 
good deal of foreign currency. Mohammad Daoud says that 
Jordan has no need to purchase dairy products worth more than 
JD 22 million annually, when it has a surplus of milk sufficing the 
local needs and the dairy industry and a great deal more. Jordan 
also purchases more than JD 4.5 million worth of juice, pickles 
-and processed vegetables each year, at a time when its people can 
process the extra vegetable and fruits many of which can not be 
marketed or exported, the writer notes. If the public sector is still 
hesitant about venturing into this field. Daoud argues, the public 
sector represented by the ministries of industry and trade and 
supply can and should lead the way and embark on this business 
which can save the country a good deal of foreign exchange 
needed for more vital projects. The writer says since the closure 
of the Gulf markets before Jordanian products, the country.has 
been left with a huge surplus of agricultural products which, if 
processed, can be of use in the Kingdoms markets and could 
possibly be exported to other, far distant countries, earning the 
country much of the hard currency it badly needs. He calls on the 
private and public sectors to cooperate and help the national 
economy at this time of need. 
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Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malki 


Wanted: Modern tax policy 


ONE SHOULD not get tired of talking and writing about the 
requisites and challenges of the post-war era in the Middle East. 
There is a vague feeling that a new Mideastem order is in the 
making, but no certainty as to what it is going to be like. 
However, democracy and economic freedom seem to be the 

names of the game. New economic and political strategies will 
have to be worked out and the successful identification of the 
appropriate strategies needs the participation of as many parties 
as possible. 

Some countries will need to undertake profound and probably 
painful political reform such as the Gulf states which additionally 
will be well advised to reform their economic systems so as to 
make their public finances a little bit dependent on tax revenues 
because tax-paying is a genuine characteristic feature of the 
modern state. Other countries need both economic and political 
reforms. Jordan is advised to reinforce its democratisation process 
and introduce certain changes to its basically free economic 
system as to make it more open and truly liberal. 

The Jordanian monetary policy seems to be on the right track. 
The exchange rate of the dinar is being stabilised after the 
catastrophe of devaluation and the foreign exchange reserves are 
being built up in a way that has fortunately permitted us the 


luxury of relaxing some of Our foreign exchange controls. Mc$t 
-importantly, the monetary policy of the Central Bank has 
deservedly won the confidence of the public, which can serve as a 
basis for more spectacular achievements. 

The commercial policy seems to have made up its mind. What 
we have now is a free foreign trade policy that does not envisage 
higher, ban or quantitative restrictions on imports and exports, 
together with the freedom to set up domestic enterprises. True 
this liberalisation was a part of our commitment under Jordan's 
accord with .the International Monetary Fund but it is there 
anyway and is now needed to project Jordan as a country of a free 
and open economic system hereafter. 

The bottleneck seems to reside in our fiscal policy which we 
believe is still embracing some outdated notions relating specifi- 
cally to the tax policy. 

First, the levying of taxes, direct and indirect, has been 
proceeding without giving due regard to the taxable capacity. The 
tax effort in Jordan is extraordinarily high by all standards, 
including the academic standards of IMF itself. This means that 
Jordanian individuals and businesses are overtaxed. Overtaxation 
forces tax evasion and seeds mistrust between the public and the 
government. 

Second, during the last two years the fiscal policy has been 


eearine uo to rely more and more on the income tax, not through 
toebroadening of the tax base but via higher tax rates. pohey 
is thus a victim of the destructive iilusiontbat public revenue* can 
be increased simply by raising tax rates. The experience of helast 
one or two decades suggests that the contrary is tine, Hgh imnma 
tax rates induce more tax evasion and they * *S C “ 

undermine the production incentives and thereby narrw me tax 

base and thus depress tax proceeds in the final analysis. Heme toe 
widespread practice of cutting income tax rates across the world 
during the eighties. 

Income tax revenues have averaged around 3% of national 
income. An across-the-board unitary and very low income tax 
rate of 5 per cent will yeild more revenues and, additionally, be 
very acceptable to tax-payers. (Tax progressiveness can be 
satisfied by yarying this rate from 3 pier cent to say 6 per cent or 7 
per cent. Such a low rate will therefore be in the better interest of 
the Treasury, encourage production and thus indirectly bring in 
additional public revenues. Above all. it will change Jordan into a 
tax haven which fits neatly in the picture of Jordan as having a 
free and open economy that we need so as to enable us to respond 
to the challenges and requirements of the new era which is 


NGOs tread 
carefully on the 
rocky road to Rio 

By Daniel Nelson 


From occupation to lawless 
vengeance in Kuwait 


By Andrew Whitley 


PEOPLE everywhere "look to 
1992 as our best chance, 
perhaps our last chance, to 
save our Earth." according to 
Mostafa Tolba, head of the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP). 

Such absurdly overblown 
rhetoric about next years 
U.N. conference on the En- 
vironment and Development 
(UNCED) could come only 
from within tbe U.N. itself. 
For few people outside the 
world body are aware of the 
June 1992 conference in Kio de 
Janeiro; and if they are. they 
regard it as just another huge 
U.N. talking shop. 

It is already being billed as 
the Earth Summit, because so 
many heads of state and gov- 
ernment have indicated an in- 
terest in attending. 

They will all declare their 
“greenness", but their pre- 
sence will make the event even 
more of a jamboree than is 
already likely for an occasion 
at which 30.000 people might 
be present. 

As Joseph Wheeler, No. 2 in 
the conference secretariat in 
Geneva, points out: “As is the 
case with other big confer- 
ences. not a great deal is done 
at the conference itself. It's all 
done in advance." 

For UNCED "in advance” 
means now. One preparatory 
meeting has been held and 
three more will take place be- 
fore the conference carnival 
reaches Rio. 

The secretariat has already 
decided that the conference 
will produce an earth charter 
(a declaration of principles) 
and “Agenda 21" (a program- 
me for the international com- 
munity). Conference secret- 
ary-general Maurice Strong, 
who was the UNEP’s first ex- 
ecutive Director, also wants 
conventions on atmospheric 
protection and biodiversity, 
and perhaps on forests, to be 
signed in Rio. though not 
negotiated by the conference. 

The declared aim of the 
meeting is “to halt and reverse 
the effects of environmental 
degradation" while increasing 
efforts "to promote sustainable 
and environmentally sound de- 
velopment in all coun tires." It 
sounds uncontroversial. But 
the political battle lines are 
already being drawn. 

The key debate is whether 
environment or development 
will get the upper hand. 

Developing countires tend 
to feel that the conference is in 
danger of being about the en- 
vironmental concerns of the 
North rather than the develop- 
ment needs of the South. This 
is an echo of the 1972 Stock- 
holm conference on the en- 
vironment — another mega- 
meeting, which put environ- 
ment on the international map 
and at which the attitude of 
many in the Third World was 
that talk of pollution was a 
luxury indulged in by rich 
countries. 

“Some people on the de- 
velopment side have been dis- 
appointed that there has been 
too much emphasis on environ- 
ment in the preparations for 
UNCED." notes Wheeler. 

He admits that until now 
attention has been focussed on 


specific problems such as air 
pollution and toxic chemicals 
and that “now we are to place 
emphasis on cross-cutting 
issues" — UNCED-speak for 
matters such as who will pay 
for any new environmental me- 
asures and whether slowing 
down population growth in 
poor countries is more impor- 
tant than cutting the consump- 
tion of the rich. 

Other conference conflicts, 
according to Richard Sand- 
brook of the London-based In- 
ternational Institute for En- 
vironment and Development 
( IIEDl . include; 

— A North-South division 
over climate issues — specifi- 
cally. how much money will 
the industrialised countries 
offer in order to get developing 
countries to the negotiating 
table to discuss controls on 
atmospheric pollutants for 
which poor countries feel they 
are only marginally re- 
sponsible? 

— Serious disagreements 
over what the conference is 
empowered to talk about. 
The U.S. and other leading 
industrialised countried prefer 
to discuss topics which affect 
their interests in small groups 
under their control rather than 
in large U.N. gatherings. 

— Rivalry between U.N. 
agencies, which are keen to get 
a share of any new money 
("additionality" in conference 
jargon) which may arise from 
negotiations. 

— Sandbrook also warns 
that the conference poses a 
problem for non-government 
organisation (NGOs). whose 
activities and lobbying in the 
last decade have done so much 
to shake the paternalistic, un- 
democratic, technical-fix 
approach of national govern- 
ments and the U.N. on de- 
velopment and environment 
issues. 

There was hope that NGOs 
would have a role through par- 
ticipation in the national en- 
vironment and development 
reports which all governments 
have been asked to submit by 
July. 

The report idea, however, 
was poorly thought out by the 
secretariat. Many governments 
do not have the capacity to 
produce such a report. Others 
are taking existing documents 
off the shelf, sticking on a new 
title and sumbitting them. And 
many governments simply do 
not like dealing with NGOs. 

Says Koy Thomson of IIED: 
“Such half-heartedness to- 
wards national reports, and tbe 
near-impossible deadline set 
by the secretariat, will be a 
crushing disappointment for 
.those NGOs who saw the re- 
ports as both the key to wide- 
spread national participation 
and consultation on issues con- 
cerning environment and de- 
velopment, and as the founda- 
tion of the conference itself. 

“It’s a major missed oppor- 
tunity’." 

Failure to integrate NOGs 
into tbe conference raises the 
danger that the event wifi be a 
safe govemment-to-govem- 
ment get-together steering 
clear of political controversies 
and choices — PANOS fea- 
tures. 


NEW YORK — The accounts of 
abductions, of beatings and humi- 
liation, sometimes of unspeak- 
able torture were depressing^ 
familiar. The treatment meted 
out to Palestinians and other 
foreign residents of Kuwait mir- 
rored that suffered by native 
Kuwaitis at the hands of Iraqis in 
the seven-month occupation. 

During an 18-day mission to 
Kuwait, Middle East Watch con- 
cluded that about 2,000 people 
had been rounded up arbitrarily 
since the country's liberation on 
Feb. 26. Dozens were killed by 
their Kuwaiti captors, their muti- 
lated bodies dumped on waste 
piles and beside highways for all 
to see. Otoers were deponed to 
Iraq, pushed across the U.S.- 
controlled border without shoes 
or documents. 

Such tales are not unfamiliar in 
countries suffering from the after- 
math of invasion and civil strife. 
But in this case abuses occur in a 
country, that owes its regained 
independence entirely to Amer- 


(Continned from page 1) 

objectives behind it," Dr. Ham- 
madi told Independent Television 
News in Baghdad. 

“We think this is the next 
phase of the American campaign 
against this country. The military 
campaign waspbase one and this is 
phase two," he said. 

“The proposal to set up a zone 
under United Nations supervision 
inside Iraq to deal with tbe so- 
called refugee problem is a suspi- 
cious proposal that Iraq categor- 
ically rejects and win resist it with 
all means,” Dr. Hammadi told 
INA. 

“Creating and inflating this 
problem is deliberate and is a link 
in the chain of plots against Iraq’s 
sovereignty.” 

The U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees says about 400,000 
Kurds have crossed into Turkey. 
Iran says over 800,000 are inside 
its frontier. 

Dr. Hamma di said Iran and 
Turkey, by taking in the refugees, 
were '‘complicating measures 
taken by the concerned author- 
ities in solving this problem in a 
quick and rformaJ manner." 

“Interference in internal affairs 
is a two-edged sword,” he said, 
without specifying what action 
Baghdad would take. 

“What has happened in north- 
ern Iraq is toe infiltration of 
gangs of Kurdish rebels from 
•Syria and Turkey at the same 
time and with the encouragement 
and direction of the American 
intelligence agency the (CIA)," 
Mr. H umma di said. 

He said Britain, . which prop- 
osed the enclave, was “known for 
adopting proposals aimed at di- 
viding countries and peoples.” 

“Lifting tbe sanctions is the 
measure that will enable the 
country to provide more services 
and meet toe basic needs of the 
people, and not by giving false- 
promises and statements from 
America and the Western conn- 
tries,” Dr. Hammadi said. 

Iraq's U.N. ambassador said 
Monday that the notion of estab- 
lishing a U.N.-protected safety 
zone for Kurds in northern Iraq is 
a “wild idea" and impractical 

Ambassador Abdul Amir Al 
Anbari said: “I don't think its a 
practical idea. 1 think it is a wild 
idea, it is not well thought out." 

Secretary- General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said camps in Iraq 
“would raise the problem of 
sovereignty and I don’t know if 
we can impose on Iraq a special 


U.S. civil affairs officers in 
Kuwait are responsible for the 
maintenance of public security 
and the prevention of human 
rights violations. Testimony to 
my organisation and to the Inter- 
national Red Cross by released 
detainees puts U.S. officers in 
places of detention in Kuwait 
where torture has taken place. 

This is not to say that Amer- 
icans are participating in torture. 
Diplomats say that when Amer- 
ican personnel are present, their 
role has been “to restrain’’ 
abuses. But this acknowledge-' 
meat shows that the Pentagon 
and the State Department know 
much more about what is going 
on than they are letting on. 

It may be that the Bush admi- 
nistration is embarrassed by the 
Kuwaitis' behaviour. It certainly 
should be. What is inexplicable is 
its silence in the face of wide- 
spread abuses taking place under 
the noses of U.S, troops. 

Interviews with more than 100 
people who were, detained and 
released revealed that those re- 


area. That would be compli- 
cated.” 

International support con- 
tinued to grow on Tuesday for the 
enclave proposed by British 
Prime Minister John Major. The 
plan was endorsed Monday by 
the European Community. 

Turkey and Australia also have 
endorsed the idea, which was to 
be discussed Tuesday by the U.N. 
Security Council. 

British Foreign Office Minister 
Douglas Hogg told British radio 
Tuesday that the idea “ migh t 
imply the prospect of some force 
or threat of force if the (Iraqi) 
attacks continue.” 

Masoud Barzani. leader of the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDF), termed the plan ‘a big 
humanitarian and political step 
forward" and said the. rebels 
would accept a ceasefire if an 
enclave is established. 

Mr. Barzani said the rebels 
“support this proposal and urge 
all states to back h and imple- 
ment it as soon as possible.” We 
spoke to reporters at a temporary 
headquarters in the rebel-held 
mountains. 

The Iraqi government sent a 
letter to the United Nations 
saying aid should be distributed 
through Iraqi channels. 

INA quoted the letter as saying 
that after destroying Iraq's infras- 
tructure with bombs in the Gulf 
war, U.S.-led forces were now 
“dropping crumbs of food and 
blankets in a pretentious opera- 
tion that has no humanitarian 
aspects whatsoever.” 

INA said a memorandum was 
sent to the United Nations detail- 
ing the capture of 56 Iranian 
soldiers who had infiltrated into 
Iraq’s Diyala province. 

It also said captured documents 
showed that twice in early March 
Iranian soldiers infiltrated to in- 
stigate riots in tbe areas of Basra, 
Amara, Nasiriyah and Khanaqin. 

In a letter to the Security 
Council. Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein blamed the 
allied coalition for the predica- 
ment of the Kurds and the entire 
population: 

“The affliction suffered by the 
Iraqi people is due to the destruc- 
tion of die amenities of daily life 
as part of toe savage annihilation 
wrought by toe forces of the 
United States and its allies. 

“What this people now needs is 
the immediate removal of toe 
economic embargo imposed on it, 
not the dropping of crumbs of 
food and blankets in an ostenta- 
tions operation that has nothing 
humanitarian about it,” Mr. Has- 


Kuwaiti army uniforms. Witnes- 
ses described how soldiers drop- 
ped bodies off in Palestinian 
neighbourhoods at night. 

Kuwaiti claims that the author- 
ities are not involved, and that no 
harm will come to anyone who 
did not commit a crime, lack 
credi bilily. 

While vigilante gangs continue 
to prowl the streets looking for 
suspected collaborators, the reign 
of terror seems increasingly 
orchestrated. Many of those in- 
carcerated without charges are 
thought to be held inside brigade 
headquarters or in toe military 
hospital and prison complex 
where the Kuwaiti high command 
is temporarily housed. 

Western diplomats have identi- 
fied seven scions of the ruling 
Sabah family as among the chief 1 
culprits. 

What is remarkable is how 
little shame or unease native 
Kuwaitis feel about what is going 
on. They are shell-shocked from 
their own torment by the Iraqi 
secret police, and their common 
reaction is ‘They had it coming to 
them.” . 

By ‘‘they," Kuwaitis mean not 


sein said. 

“Iraq strongly protests against 
this American and British action 
which infringes toe sovereignty of 
Iraq in a shameful violation of the 
principles of international law 
and constitutes direct interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of 
Iraq, inasmuch as this is not 
taking place through the Iraqi 
authorities and the Iraqi Red 
Crescent Society he said. 

“If toe offer of aid genuinely 
stemmed from good intentions 
and humanitarian goals, it would 
have been possible to deliver the 
alleged relief supplies to Iraq 
directly or through Jordan or 
Turkey, rather than violating 
Iraq's sovereignty,” he said. 

Conference 

(Continued from page 1) 
negotiations. 

“If we have such a meeting, 
Palestinians have to be part of 
such a meeting,” be said. 

Mr. Baker raised with Palesti- 
nians he met the question of how 
they would be represented in 
peace talks. The official said they 
responded with a long list of 
“probing questions’’ but did not 
reject the idea out of hand. 

The idea of a regional confer- 
ence arose last month, with the 
United States saying the gather- 
ing should be preceded by simul- 
taneous goodwill gestures from 
Israel and Arab states. 

Mr. Baker welcomed Israel’s 
announcement on Monday that it 
was freeing 1,000 Pales tinian pris- 
oners and said he would discuss 
toe move with Arab leaders. 

Palestinians fear a regional 
conference will advance peace 
with Arab states while leaving 
their issue unresolved. But Israel, 
anxious to broaden its acceptance 
by Arab states, likes the idea. 

Mr. Levy gave an upbeat of his 
talks with Mr. Baker, saying they 
had reached understandings that 
could provide the “cornerstone” 
of a new peace process. 

“The United States believes it 
is possible to convene a meeting 
of Arab states with Israel to talk 
peace,” Mr. Levy said. 

■Israeli right-wingers, including 
senior government ministers 
meanwhile voiced “outrage” at 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens's 
plan to free 1,000 Palestinian 
prisoners next week. 

“Whoever releases prisoners 
without making it conditional on 
an end to terrorism is making a 
grave mistake,” hawkish Housing 
Minister Arid Sharon told the 


just the 150,000 Palestinians who 
remain, out of a long-established 
community of 350,000, but also 
Sudanese and Somali workers 
who are paying the price of their 
governments' support for Sad- 
dam Hussein. Some undoubtedly 
did collaborate. But that is no 
excuse for collective punishment 
or indiscriminate reprisals. 

The Sabahs seem to have for- 
gotten that their restoration owed 
much to a global consensus that 
the rule of law had to be upheld. 

The excuse that can be made 
for the Kuwaiti government's fai- 
lure to exert its authority and put 
a stop to this revenge is that there 
has been no government to speak 
of. 

Until now, what semblance of 
officialdom there has been has 
carried little authority. Military 
discipline has been reduced to 
moral suasion. Most frightening 
is that much of toe population — 
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti — is 
armed and shows little inclination 
to give up weapons. 

7le writer is executive director of 
Middle East Watch. This article is 
reprinted froth' tbe New York 
Times. 


Jerusalem Post newspaper. 

“The defence ministry, 
announcing the release Tuesday, 
said it was a traditional goodwill 
gesture to Palestinians to mark 
Eid Al Fitr. 

Cairo 

(Continued from page 1) 

the U.N. Security Council, with 
Israel, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and toe Palestinians, 
could work. 

Al Ahram, which tbe govern- 
ment of President Hosni Mubar- 
ak Often uses for making policy 
statements, said Egypt stfll views 
an international peace conference 
to be tbe proper political 
framework for settling the Arab- 
Israeli problem. 

Mr. Mubarak is currently on a 
visit to Tripoli for talks with 
Libyan leader Mnammar Qadha- 
fi. 

Outlining Egypt’s policy, Al 
Ahram also said that exchanging 
land for peace constitutes a basic 
principle for moving towards a 
just and comprehensive settle- 
ment. 

Consultations 

President Mubarak met with 
Syria’s foreign minister Tuesday, 
then flew off to Libya to talk with 
Libyan leader Qadhafi, tbe gov- 
ernment announced. 

An official said Mr. Mubarak 
planned to return Tuesday night 
to prepare for talks Wednesday 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. 

Mr. Baker is to spend Wednes- 
day night in Cairo and meet on 
Thursday with Saudi Foreign 
Minister Saud Ai Faisal. 

Reasons for Mr. Mubarak's 
surprise trip to Libya were not 
disclosed. 

Earlier Tuesday, Foreign 
Minister Farouk Al Sharaa of 
Syria gave the Egyptian president 
a message from President Assad! 

“This is within the framework 
of consultations and exchanging 
points of view between our coun- 
tries,” Mr. Sharaa said at Cairo 
international airport, where his 
Egyptian counterpart Esmat 
Abdul Meguid met him. 

Asked whether his trip was to 
coordinate for Mr. Baker's visit, 
Mr. Sharaa said his discussions 
with Mr, Mubarak would deal 
with all recent developments in 
the region. 

Shortly after the meeting, Mf- 
Sharaa returned home. Then Mr. 
Mubarak, accompanied by Mr. 
Abdul Meguid and Osama Al 
Baz, the president's chief political 
adviser, flew to Libya. 


aura. 


Today, according to an author- . sponsible for toeir mistreatment 
itative Pentagon document in the v . in “safe houses',’ 1 schools and 
possession of Middle East Watch, V police Stations ' often wore. 


Enclave 
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U.S. congress 
reluctant to let 
China off human 
rights hook 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
international indignation at Chi- 
na’s crackdown on pro-democra- 
cy demonstrators in Tiananmen 
Square two years ago has largely 
faded. But lingering anger in the 
U.S. Congress is causing unease 
in the White House. 

President George Bush’s admi- 
nistration prizes its relationship 
with Peking for strategic reasons 
and is anxious to avoid a disrup- 
tion in ties. But in Congress, 
there is strong sentiment that 
China’s trade benefits should be 
revoked unless its record on hu- 
man rights improves. 

The administration's differ- 
ences with China's congressional 
critics are expected to come into 
sharp focus next week when the 
leadership of both congressional 
houses plans to give an enthusias- 
tic welcome to the Dalai Lama, 
the exiled spiritual leader of 
Tibet. 

The Dalai Lama main tain* that 
Tibet has been victimised by a 
Chinese occupation for 40 years 
and advocates a system of auton- 
omy for his homeland. 

In deference to China, U.S. 
officials' do not plan to receive the 
Dalai Lama. 

Also worrisome is the possible 
Chinese sale to Pakistan of new 
missiles that may be capable of 
carrying nuclear and chemical 
warheads U.S. officials said Fri- 
day they are trying to head off the 
sale of the missiles, which have a 
range of 200 to 400 miles (320 to 
640 kilometres). 

The missiles are in the research 
and development stage. If they 
eventually are delivered to Pakis- 
tan, the administration would be 
obliged under congressional 
direction to impose sanctions on 
China. 

U.S. officials hope the U.S.- 
China relationship can ride out 
the challenges these and other 
issues pose. 

But Kenneth G. Lieberthal, a 
China scholar at the University of 
Michigan, says, “there is good 
reason to be concerned about the 
potential deterioration in the 
coming months." 

During a visit to China late last 
month. Republican Congressmen 
Frank Wolf and Chris Smith 
served notice on Premier Li Peng 
that Congress may revoke the 
country’s preferential trade 
status. 

They presented a petition to Li 
seeking the release of 77 people 
imprisoned or under house arrest 
because of their religious activi- 
ties. They also protested China's 
use of mandatory birth control 
and forced abortions to limit 


population growth. 
Wolf saic 


said the congressmen 
tried to meet with 40 Tiananmen 
Square inmates at a Pelting prison 
but were denied permission. Wolf 
also called attention to allega- 
tions that products made under 
forced labour conditions in China 
are being exported to the United 
States in violation of U.S. law. 

The House voted by a large 
margin last year to halt U.S. 
trade preferences far China, but 
the measure died when Congress 
adjourned without action by the 
other chamber of Congress — the 
Senate. 

C hina has taken advantage of 
the relatively open American 
market, building up a 510.4-bil- 
lion trade surplus with the United 
Stores last year, up from S6.2 
billion in 1989. According to 
some estimates, the surplus may 
reach S15 billion this year, 
another sore point with lawmak- 
ers who attribute the imbalance 
to increasing Chinese import res- 
trictions. 

But U.S. officials worry that a 
loss of trade preferences could' 
harm the Chinese economy. 

“I agree with the Chinese that 
it’s a human right to have a job 
and to eat,” said one administra- 
tion official, disagreeing with law- 
makers who believe China should 
be punished. 

Bush is expected to extend 
trade preferences for China in 
early June. Congress could over- 
turn the decision if both bouses 
act within 30 days. 

The administration view is that 
congressional retaliation against 
China could be connteiprodutive. 
Officials point out that China has 
been unusually cooperative lately 
in United Nations Security Coun- 
cil deliberations on the Gulf. 



Quriquera — a community awaiting God’s help 


By Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

WADI ARABA — “For God’s 
sake, we need help and soon,” 
said an elderly man who has lived 
in the village of Quriquera all of 
his life. 

When he said this, the man was 
echoing the feelings of the three 
thousand inhabitants living in 
Quriquera, a desolate string of 
scattered primitive houses (which 
will be referred to as “village") in 
the area of Fadan, in Wadi Ara- 
bs, ISO kilometres north of 
Aqaba. 

This “village,” lost in the mid- 
dle of the barren desert, has been 
cut off from any form of civilisa- 
tion leaving the inhabitants with- 
out electricity, water, or trans- 
po ration. Heading south on the 
Ghor A1 Safi-Aqaba road, a dirt 
road leads to the “village." There 
are mud houses and some farm 
land, but the rest is flat desert. 
There are only bills on the hori- 
zon. 

The visitors are welcomed by 
the inhabitants inside a large 
black tent. The visitors are shock- 
ed by this almost “barbarian,” 
rudimentary environment — no 
furniture, so road, no water, feral 
stench and sticky flies. However, 
the locals insist these are good 
conditions compared to what was 
seen later. 

A middle aged man, Mag 
Zidan, said that people in this 
area were divided into three 
groups. The first group consists of 
what is considered as the high 
ranking families, whose men have 
served in the armed forces, 
obtained a loan from the Housing 
Bank and built a house. “This 
five per cent of the population 


now lives in ’comfortable’ mod 
bouses.” Zidan said. 

The lives of the second group 
depend on cattle raising. “These 
people Eve in desperate condi- 
tions because to raise cattle they 
need a lot of money which is not 
available,” according to Zidan. 
These people, around 10 per cent 
of the population, live in tents. 


How do they drink? “When it 
rains, they make use of the snail 
dams that have collected enough 
water for a while,” the people 
say. One man added: “We find 
water also in deep wells but one 
day, soon, they will dry up." 

“We continually ask officials to 
help us, but so far. nobody seems 
to care or even listen to ns,” a 


‘The visitors are shocked by this almost 
‘barbarians,’ rudimentary environment — 
no furniture, no road, no water, foul 
stench and sticky flies. However, the locals 
insist these are good conditions compared 
to what was seen later.’ 


Those trving well below the 
poverty tine have nothing at all, 
save the caves or tree booses in 
which they live. They are consi- 
dered the third group, living in 
the highest degree of wretched- 
ness, isolated deep in the “vil- 
lage.” 

Among these groups, the peo- 
ple are split into three tribes: The 
A1 Azazmeh, A1 Saardeen and 
the Ammareen tribes, distributed 
across an area of 60 square 
kilometres. 

Once the visitors enter the “vil- 
lage," the dirt road disappears 
into the brown coloured earth 
and there is nothing but infinite 
land. The area lacks water in 
general. “We have some water 
weDs but they are dirty and can 
cause malaria and other sorts of 
water borne diseases,” a group of 
middle aged men told the visitors. 


man cried out. 

Scanning the faces of these 
men, they all look middle aged. 
Even the young men — tired, 
haggard, malnourished and con- 
stantly striving for a better life for 
their young ones. 

All children, except one, are 
not fully schooled. That gjri was 
extremely lucky. Her father was 
able to afford sending her to 
school in Ghor AJ Safi. 

Nobody can afford sending 
their children to proper schools. 
The people in the “village" get 
between JD 10 and JD 40 per 
person, a month, from the Minis- 
try of Social Development. Thus, 
the rest attend school in the 
nearby “village.” 

According to the Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) survey of 
Quriquera, there is one male 
school for 63 students and six 


teachers from the fourh to the 
tenth grade. There is another 
school with 82 male and female 
students and seven female 
teachers providing education 
from the first until the eighth 
grade. Only the first three grades 
are mixed, the report said. 

Most of the people pleaded 
with the visitors to let their chil- 
dren have proper education. “We 
need our children to lean,” they 
said. “Education is the only way 
out of poverty," many locals 
echoed. 

There is no water in the school, 
no electricity, no furniture or 
books. “We had an electricity 
generator but that broke down 
four years ago.” a little boy in the 
crowd said. The NHF report re- 
veals that even the bathroom in 
the school is shared between the 
boys and girls. Another burden 
for the children, to attain the 
little education they can get, is 
trying to reach the school. They 
have to walk between seven to IS 
kilometres twice everyday. 

One young boy was pushed 
towards the visitors. He had no 
hands. With a quivering voice, 
Sayed Hamed Suleiman, 12, told 
the visitors: “I was on a pick-up 
when I found a can which looked 
like a tuna fish can. When 1 got 
close to it and picked it up. I 
found out it was a bomb. But it 
was too late for I saw my hands 
blow out and fly away.” 

The problem, he added, is that 
the “school dismissed me saying I 
cannot learn without hands.” 

Asked if he would tike to study if 
he had a chance to, be said with 
tears in his eyes: “I really would 
like to learn and study, but bow 
can I? They do not let me." 

Health services in the “village" 


are even more primitive than the 
educational services. Everything 
is deficient. The NHF reports 
That the area lacks any kind of 
basic medical services. The set- 
tlers are limited to a small clinic 
with one male nurse and some 
expired medicines, but no doctor 
has set foot in the area. 

However, when the visitors ar- 
rived, health equipment was 
available. But, according to a 
local, "the health centre that is 
now available was not there a 
week ago. It was built and equip- 
ped because of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor's visit and we will be 
denied this right once the visitors 
leave.” 


they are (in their clothes) and 
they even bury them with their 
lifetime possesions. 

Speaking to some women, the 
visitors asked how do the people 
take their sick to the clime. “We 
tak e a ride.” the woman said. 
Even though there is no form of 
transportation, no telephones, no 
post delivery within any of the 
surrounding areas, there is not 
any voluntary organisation to 
help, neither. 

Take a ride bow? The visitors 
later were told: "We carry the 
sick to the main Ghor A1 Safi- 

Aqaba road and from there we 
hitch a ride to the hospital or 
wherever we want to go. Of 


‘The children in the village are mal- 
nourished. They walk barefooted, pick up 
odd pieces on the ground and automatical- 
ly put them in their mouths. There are so 
many flies on their faces that the children 
no longer shake them away. They have no 
toys.’ 


The local who highlighted this 
fact to the Queen added: “There 
is no doctor, no medicines. We 
only have a male none to artend 
the 3.000 population.” He told 
the visitors that a lot of work is 
laid on his shoulders and some 
other men. “especially in the 
summer because so many people 
get bitten by snakes and scor- 
pions.” 

In his statement to the Queen, 
the local was outraged and 
pointed out that “we need a 
health education programme. 
People here bury their dead as 


course we have to pay money in 
exchange. Many of the sick die on 
the road because it is a long way. 
about 17 kilometres. Sometimes 
even before we reach the main 
road.'* 

It is Ramadan now, almost 
everyone fas:s. Almost, because 
some are so cut off, “we do not 
know what Ramadan is. This is 
why we want our children to get 
educated — to know what God 
is." a women said angrily as she 
shook of the many flies from her 
daughter's face. “We do not even 
have a mosque although wc were 


donated a sum of money to be 
used for building one,” the 
women added. 

Some of those who do fast, 
because they have battened 
radios, said: “We fast on tea and 
bread." The “kitchen" is some 
space on the sand covered with 
tree branches and plastic on top 
to prevent rain from entering. 
But the plastic was filled with 
holes. There is wood (long, skin- 
ny twigs) on the ground which 
was used as an oven. Some 
houses had nothing in tbeir kitch- 
en but the “oven." Other houses 
bad cooking oil and a few pots 
and pans. 

Some live on tea and bread 
everyday. Others, in the fine and 
second group, live on potatoes, 
rice and a few other vegetables 
grown on the farm. 

The children in the “village 1 ‘ 
are malnourished. They walk 
bare footed, pick up odd pieces 
on the ground and automatically 
put them in their mouths. There 
are so many flies on their faces 
that the children no longer shake 
them away. They have no toys. 
They sit by tbeir mothers all day. 
in their “houses.” Their mothers 
hibernate in their houses, under 
the shade, waiting for their hus- 
bands to return from work. 

The organisation headed by 
Princess Alia ai Faisal. Al Aidi A! 
Waideh, is planning to improve 
the situation of the people , giving 
priority to children. The orga- 
nisation wilt also develop the 
infrastructure 

These people are in dire need 
of help. The sad part is that 
Quriquera is not the only under- 
developed area, “there are many 
people like us all over the coun- 
try. But everybody has so fa; 
turned a blind eye,” a “villager" 
said. 


Weapons training and voting vs. staying home 


By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

KUWAIT CITY — Iraqi occupa- 
tion transformed Ismaa Al Mat- 
ruk from a carefree college stu- 
dent into a resistance fighter and 
feminist. 

Now she wants weapons train- 
ing and the right to vote, not the 
old life of servants and shopping. 

Mariam Hussein Sala was terri- 
fied of the Iraqis, but still ven- 
tured out of her house and waited 
for hours on the bread tine to 
feed her seven children. Iraq 
forced Kuwaiti women to be 
strong, she said, but now it is time 
to stay home, wear a traditional 
black robe and leave politics to 
the men. 

For Kuwaiti women who 
stayed behind when Iraqi tanks 
rumbled into the emirate Aug. 2, 
life changed dramatically: Ser- 
vants fled-husbands and children 
who left the house were arrested, 
sometimes shot. 

After lives of the pampered 
luxury bought by oil, women 
were forced to assume the un- 
familiar male role of providing 
for their families — because they 
were less likely targets. 

Some used their loose robes, 
called abayas, to conceal guns, 
messages and clandestine news- 
papers for the resistance. 

It was a politicising experience 
for many Kuwaiti women to 
spend seven months actively or 
passively resisting the Iraqis, 
being the family mainstay and 
doing unaccustomed housework. 


For others, it was just an unwel- 
come interlude in tbeir tradition- 
al, sheltered lives. 

In Kuwait's Muslim culture, 
where purity is the passport to 
marriage and rape is often 
punishable by death, many fami- 
lies tried to keep young daughters 
indoors the entire time. 

"I know, in the last few days of 
the occupation, 37 women were 
thrown on the streets dead," said 
Eman AI Bedah, a radio engineer 
and pro-democracy activist. 
“Some of them were token be- 
cause they distributed under- 
ground papers. Some were cap- 
tured in meeting of resistance 
cells. 

"One woman spoke bddly ab- 
out Saddam in the supermarket. 
Some were caught because they 
distributed money. One woman 
who wrote to a human rights 
group about what the Iraqis were 
doing was killed." 

Anywhere from several hun- 
dred to more than 1,000 women 
were reportedly raped by Iraqi 
soldiers, including grandmothers 
and children as young as 10, 
police and hospital officials said. 

“I know a girl thrown out of 
her house because she was 
raped,” said Amani AJi, a Kuwait 
University student. “Some fami- 
lies did not accept girls back. 
Some didn't want to tell anyone.” 

A 33-year-old businesswoman 
with four children was a resist- 
ance heroine. 

She was raped, tortured and 
sentenced to death for carrying 1 
million Iraqi dinars (£300,000) 



Jetsam of war — A Kuwaiti woman waits with her shopping, surrounded by rubbish still to be col keted- 


and 20 fake IDS, then freed by an 
Iraqi captain who fancied her. 
The woman, who uses only the 
initials M. M. to protect her 
children, said three women resist- 
ance members at her prison were 
executed. 

Living through the Iraqi terror 
forged a unique bond. 

They number about 100,000 in 
a prewar population of 800,000 
Knwaitis and 1.3 million other 
residents. Many are in the fore- 
front of the campagin for political 
and social change. 


Immediately after the invasion, 
200 women demonstrated, hold- 
ing up pictures of their emir and 
chanting "Kuwait for the 
Kuwaitis." Women organised the 
first major postwar protest, de- 
manding that Iraq free all 
Kuwaiti prisoners of war. 

"Those outside, they didn’t 
change,” she said. “They are as 
they were before. I think when 
you suffer, you become more 
mature. 

“We care no more now for 
those things that were very im- 


portant to us before, because we 
faced death. Clothes, this superfi- 
cial way of life, the tea parties 
and things. I think these are not 
important any more. 

“I feel myself behave different- 
ly. I see things more clearly. No 
hypocrisy. No more spoiled 
women of Kuwait.” 

Kuwaiti women are well- 
educated. Ms. Bastaki said, and 
should be allowed to vote. 

"What is the difference be- 
tween men and women except 
physical strength and shape?" she 


asked. "To be a member of the 
Majlis (parliament) and be able 
to vote doesn’t require strength.” 

Even women who prefer to 
leave politics to men said surviv- 
ing the occupation gave them new 
strength and self-confidence. 

Zaharq Hussein Ali Al Moul, 
who said she was probably about 
100 years old. showed a reporter 
how she danced when the Iraqis 
fled, turning around and around 
in her abaya. 

When she said “God should 
kill Saddam.” several dozen 
women waiting with her in a 
bread line shouted agreement. 
She laughed, eyes twinkling, and 
said she'd never danced in public 
before. 

Mrs. Hussein Sala said: 
"Thanks to God, 1 became stron- 
ger." after telling of being haras- 
sed by Iraqi soldiers who looked 
for weapons in her house and 
searched her car. 

"We encourage women to go 
into careers like teaching and 
medicine, but we don't want 
women to vote in Gulf coun- 
tries." she said. “Men arc always 
better than women at running the 
country." 

A woman who identified her- 
self only as Fitoh said women 
want io do more for their coun- 
try. “but I have my freedom 
without voting. The men can do it 
berter." 

The emir and crown prince 
have said giving women the vote 
is a possibility, but no timetable 
has been mentioned and many 
women believe victory won’t be 


swift or easy. 

Imad Al Saif, a lawyer, de- 
scribed himself as one of" the few 
Kuwaiti men who support politic- 
al rights for women. 

"Our society has a lot of old 
traditions, especially with playing 
a role in political life." he said 
“We still have men who don't 
believe women have a role." 

Women earned more respect 
from men during the occupation, 
said Huda Sale. 26. but "I think 
more women's liberation will 
threaten men’s authority and I 
think that’s very difficult "for men 
to accept." 

Ms. Sale, a postgraduate stu- 
dent of philosophy, said that, in 
addition to not having the vote, a 
woman is paid less, must have her 
father's permission to marry , can 
be divorced without being in- 
formed and cannot keep the chil- 
dren. 

“We will be fighting on all 
these fronts," she said. 

Kuwaiti women seem generally 
optimistic, however, thjt the war 
improved their standing with the 
opposite sex. 

Women in business often were 
relegated to lower positions out- 
side their fields of study before 
the invasion, said Raba Sulman. a 
microfilm technician for the 
labour ministry. 

“They may gel a good salary, 
but not a good job." she said. 
“Giving women ihe right to vote 
may help them get gcnxl positions 
in ministries, banks and com- 
panies." 

Will women succeed? 
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ritics slam plan for 
nglish Premier Division 


LONDON (AP) — English soc- 
cer headed for a state of civil war 
when its governing body sug- 
gested setting up an 18-team Pre- 
mier League and the dubs' repre- 
sentatives threatened to defy it. 

The big dubs, such as Arsenal 
and Manchester United, wel- 
comed the Football Association 
{F.A.) proposal to operate a 
pruned league from the 1992-93 
season instead of the present 
20-team first division. 

But smaller clubs in the 92- 
strong football league, which runs 
the current four-division opera- 
tion. condemned the move, 
which will be voted on in June. 

Bill Fox. president of the Foot- 
ball League, described the prop- 
osal as upsetting and divisive. He 
said it would mean the F.A. 
enticing the top clubs away from 
the existing league. 

‘T am president of a 92-club 
league and intend to remain pres- 
ident of a 92-club league,” he 
said. 

“If dubs wish to opt out then of 
course they know the consequ- 
ences,” said Fox, indicating that 


the existing league might not 
welcome back breakaway dubs 
that got relegated from a Premier 
League. 

“1 don’t find it acceptable that 
the first division should be hijack- 
ed from the football league,’* Fox 
said. "I thought football needed 
unity but that doesn't seem the 
view of the governing body.” 

While the British media dub- 
bed the F.A.'s sugestkm a super- 
league, all the proposal does is 
bring English soccer into line with 
most leagues in Europe. 

The F.A. argues a smaller 
league would help national teams 
in Britain, giving players an occa- 
sional weekend off before inter- 
national games involving Eng- 
land. Scotland, Northern Ireland, 
Wales and also Ireland. 

And the big clubs, who hope to 
dean up in major domestic and 
European Cup competitions, will 
have extra breathing space for 
replays. 

“We wholeheartedly support 
Football Assodation's proposals 
which we believe are essential to 
ensure a successful and healthy 


Spartak and Marseille 
driven by same ambition 


MOSCOW (R) — A driving 
ambition to score a notable first 
for their respective countries 
links Spartak Moscow and 
Marseille on the eve of Wednes- 
day's European Cup semifinal. 

Spartak, a young side with no 
real stars, have already dismissed 
Napoli and Real Madrid in their 
quest to become the first Soviet 
team to reach the final of 
Europe's top club competition. 

And Marseille president Ber- 
nard Tapie's star-studded team. 
W:* be*' -.older* AC Milan in the 
quarter-finals, arc bidding to be- 
come the first French winners of a 
club fonhy. 

'*’• * *’-v rrcrJ' *>? 
lot Iia.j .a ctumptionships. 
which started on March 10. when 
they went to Japan on what local 
journalists described as a good- 
will tour. 

The trip was criticised as use- 
less in terms of preparation, but 
manager Nikolai Starostin dis- 
agreed. 

“The team lived and worked 
there in ideal conditions. The 
hotel, food, stadiums. They were 
far away from our endless diffi- 
culties and problems (in the 
Soviet Union),” he said, j 

The nerve ends are jangling in 
the Marseille camp with Belgian 
coach Raymond Goethals elect- 
ing to leave behind striker Eric 
Cantona, the enfant terrible of 
French soccer, who complained 
after being left on the bench 
recently. 

“I don't want to hear anything 
more about him,” Goethals said. 
“He has no place with us.” 

Marseille also have to do with- 
out their brilliant Brazilian 
sweeper Carlos Mozer, who is 
suspended, as well as injured 
midfielder Bernard Pardo. 

Goethals will convert stopper 
Bernard Casoni into a sweeper. 


bring midfielder Bruno Germain 
into the back line and recall 
veteran Jean Tigana in midfield. 

English winger Chris Waddle, 
concussed in the second leg with 
Milan, and captain and striker 
Jean-Pierre Papin, who had a 
groin injury, are both fit again. 

Aware that they fill at the same 
hurdle last year despite having 
by far the best of the play in their 
two matches with Benfica, 
Marseille are also worried at 
thousands of a let-down after 
their impressive dismissal of 
Milan. 

“They had Milan in their heads 
for two-and-a-balf months.” 
GociLuis (.aid. 

“It’s always the same when you 
achieve something great. It's dif- 
ficult to re-motivate afterwards.” 

Spartak trainer Oleg Romant- 
sev has said little about his plans 
except that he will probably use 
the same team which beat Real 
3-1 in Madrid and secured their 
semifinals berth. 

That includes striker Dmitri 
Radchenko, who scored twice in 
Spain, outstanding young sweep- 
er Vassili Kulkov and interna- 
tioijaj; forward Valery Schmanjiv. 

They young Moscow club is 
known for its intricate style based 
on short, fast passing and quick 
moving off the ball. Many play- 
ers. such as Kulkov, Scbmarov 
and Igor Shalimov, were mem- 
bers of the Soviet team who won 
the Olympic gold medal in Seoul. 

Against both Napoli and Real. 
Spartak had to be content with 
0-0 home draws and Roman tsev 
said he believed his team capable 
of winning in Marseille if the 
French champions hold them in 
Moscow. 

“The important thing will be to 
stop them scoring goals here,” 
Kulkov said. 


Barcelona seeks to topple Juventus 



Internazionale lifted 
by return of Brehme 


LISBON (R) — The return to 
fitness of German defender 
Andreas Brehme has lifted Inter- 
nazionale's spirits ahead of their 
LIEFA Cup semifinal first leg tie 
with Sporting Lisbon Wednes- 
day. 

The Italian side is full of confi- 
dence after a 5-1 league win over 
Bari Saturday with attacking left- 
back Brehme creating three of 
the goals on his first appearance 


for a month. 

“Brehme is absolutely fun- 
damental to our game. His cros- 
ses are exceptional and a real 
invitation to a striker to score,” 
said his team mate and fellow 
German Lothar Matthaeus. 

“There is no better player than 
him on the left flank, his attack- 
ing drive is overwhelming," he 
added. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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East -West vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 

* A 9 
. A K Q 4 
: A 10 8 5 

* A J 2 


WEST 
4 8 6 3 
•7 J 9 7 6 3 
•: K J 3 2 

♦ 3 


HELPING DECLARER MISPLACE A CARD 

vulnerable. South deal they fell victim to old-fash- 
ioned Yankee ingenuity. 

ITH South’s opening bid was of the 

l 9 weak variety. All North’s bids ex- 

i K Q 4 cept the last asked questions about 

L 10 8 5 South's hand, and South described 

l J 2 a minimum opening bid with five 

EAST spades, four diamonds and a single- 

4 Q 7 2 ton heart. North elected to try six 

T 10 8 2 diamonds, 

v 6 Sitting West was Ralph Katz of 

4 K Q 10 9 7 6 Chicago. He led his singleton club. 
TH Declarer rose with dummy’s ace and 

; J 10 5 4 cashed the three top hearts, discard- 

ing two dubs from hand. Next came 
l 9 7 4 a low diamond to the seven, and 

! 5 4 KaLz won it with the king! 

Not unnaturally, dedarer pre- 
North East aimed East held the jack, so when 

2 NT Pass West exited with a spade, declarer 

3 '7 Pass _ let that ride round to his hand, then 

4 4 Db! led a trump to the ace. Down one 

6 •' Pass when East showed out. 

Had West routinely won the first 
d: Three of 4 trump with the jack, declarer virtu- 

s came! As a result of ally would have been forced to make 
ian players took part his contract. The percentage play in 
me in a world bridge trumps would have been to take a 

in Geneva, Switzer- finesse for the king, so dedarer can 

me armed with com- pick up trumps and bring in the 
uchinery, but on this spade suit with the help of a finesse. 


SOUTH 
4 K J 10 5 4 

■: 5 

: Q 9 7 4 
4 8 5 4 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

2 4 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 : 

Pass 

3 7 

Pass 

3 NT 

Pass 

4 4 

Db! 

Pass 

Pas 

6 ■: 

Pass 

Pate 

Pass 




Opening lead: Three of 4 
The Russians came! As a result of 
g/jsnos:. Russian players took part 
for the first time in a world bridge 
championship in Geneva, Switzer- 
land. They came armed with com- 
plex bidding machinery, but on this 


football industry in general and 
the England team in particular,” 
said Ken Friar, chief executive of 
standings leader Arsenal. 

‘The F.A. are to be congratu- 
lated upon their initiative.” 

Manchester United chief ex- 
ecutive Martin Edwards also wel- 
comed the plan. 

“Reducing the number of 
games will leave players finer and 
fresher for their dubs and for 
(their countries). The important 
principle is that leading dubs will 
be in control of their own des- 
tiny,” Edwards said. 

The majority of the owners 
believe that begger leagues mean 
more games and, therefore, more 
money for all. 

Derby County managing direc- 
tor Stuart Webb, whose team is 
last-placed in the 20-strong first 
division, hit out at the move. 

“It is another classic example 
of the rich dubs trying to get 
richer,” he said. 

“Big clubs have the bulk of the 
sponsorship and the bulk of the 
TV money — leaving the major- 
ity of clubs to fight for the scraps.” 


Augenthaler 
hopes 
to prove 
critics 
wrong 

MUNICH. Germany (R) — 
Libero Klaus Augenthaler. criti- 
cised recently as too slow, old and 
fragile for Bayern Munich's 
European campaign, will be bat- 
tling against time as well as Red 
Star Belgrade in Wednesday's 
semifinal. 

The 33-year-old German 
World Cup star has been attacked 
in the domestic media for being 
past his prime as 3ayern have 
shown hesitant form ahead of the 
first home leg in Munich. 

This year could be his last 
chance to win the European title 
that has eluded him since he 
joined Bayern as a teenager in 
1975. 

Bayern fans, many of whom 
remember watching Franz Beck- 
enbauer's artistic performances 
as a libero in the 1970s. have been 
split into two camps over the 
controversial choice of sweeper 
which has dominated the build-up, , 
to the tie. 

When the veteran was to miss 
the second leg of the quarter- 
finals at Porto in Portugal after 
being sent off in the first leg. 
Germany’s 24-year-old interna- 
tional Stefan Reuter took Au- 
genthaler' s role and performed 
superbly. 

Augenthaler also missed sever- 
al games through a thigh muscle 
injury but the player, who retired 
from international soccer after 
July’s World Cup triumph, is 
adamant that he is not to blame 
for the team's recent poor league 
performances. 


BARCELONA (R) — Spanish 
Soccer League leaders Barcelona 
continue their quest for a glorious 
treble when they clash with 
Juventus of Turin in a European 
Cup Winners’ Cup semifinal first 
leg Wednesday. 

Four points dear in the league 
and still in the Spanish Cop, 
Barcelona would love to put the 
icing on the cake by lifting the 
Cup Winners’ Cup, a trophy they 
last won in 1989. 

Barcelona have won the com- 
petition three times and Juventus 
once and the meeting of two of 
European soccer's giants is ex- 
pected to draw more than 100,000 
fans to the Camp Nou Stadium. 

They last met in the quarter- 
finals of the 1985-86 European 
Cup when Barcelona came 
through 2-1 on aggregate. 

The Spanish side believe they 
have the all-round strength to 
repeat that success. 

“Juventus has tremendous 
tradition and great players, but 


we have the better squad over- 
all,” said Danish International 
striker Michael Laudrup, wbo 
played several seasons with 
Juventus before joining Barcelo- 
na. 

The Catalans, who reached the 
last four with a 4-3 aggregate 
■victory over Dynamo Kiev, had 
the perfect warm-up last weekend 
when they scored a comfortable 
3-1 league win away to Real 
Burgos. 

Juventus, who knocked out 
Liege of Belgium in the quarter- 
final, had an unhappy time last 
Saturday, going down 1-0 away to 
Fiotentina after missing a penal- 
ty- 

They are now fourth in the 
Italian Leauge, eight points be- 
hind leaders Sarapdoria. 

Saturday’s game was a personal 
disaster for Italian idol Reberto 
Baggio, wbo joined Juventus 
from FioreDtina last May for a 
world-record 513 million. 

He was given a rough reception 


by his former fans, refused to 
take a penalty and was taken off. 

Juventus coach Gigi Maifredi 
described Barcelona as one of the 
strongest teams in the world with 
great attacking ability. 

He is expected to play midfiel- 
der Eugenio Corini in a mainly 
defensive line-up and leave 
another 1990 World Cop star. 
Salvatore ‘Toto’’ Schiiacd, on 
the substitutes bench. 

Top- scorer in the World Cup, 
Schfiacci has not scored a league 
goal since mid-November and his 
agent Monday said the player was 
“100 per cent certain to leave the 
club” if be was. repeatedly left 
out of the team. 

Barcelona's Dutch coach Johan 
Cruyff, recovering from a heart 
attack and by-pass surgery in 
February, met his playing and 
coaching s taff Monday to encour- 
age them for the big test. But 
deputy coach Carlos Rexach stays 
on the bench for the game. 


Legia Warsaw defence in disarray 
for match against Man. United 


WARSAW (R) — Legia War- 
saw, the surprise European Cup 
Winners' Cup semi finalists, host 
England’s Manchester United 
Wednesday with their defence in 
complete disarray. 

The Poles, in their most impor- 
tant match since losing to 
Feyenoord Rotterdam in the 1970 
European Cup semifinal, will be 
without almost all of their first- 
choice defenders. 

Goalkeeper Madej Szczesny is 
banned for four matches while 
international defender Dariusz 
Kubicki is suspended. 

Centre-back Krzysztof Budka 
bas not recovered from a month- 
old ankle injury while fellow 
central-defender, Arkadiusz 
Gmur, is struggling to get himself 
fit in time. 

Four other top players are also 
injured. 

But coach Wladyslaw §tachurs- 
ki. a defender 23 years ago 
against Feyenoord, can count on 
striker Wojciech Kowalczyk wbo 


scored both goals Saturday as 
Legia, now ninth in Poland's first 
division, beat lowly motor Lublin 
2 - 0 . 

Kowalczyk also scored twice 
against Sam priori a, the beaten 
bolder of the Cup Winners’ Cup, 
in the 2-2 draw in Italy which 
gave Legia a 3-2 aggregate win in 
tiie quarter-finals. 

Szczesny picked up his ban in 
that match for bitting Italian in- 
ternational Roberto Manrini dur- 
ing the final minutes. 

United manager Alex Fergu- 
son also bas some problems . His 
captain Bryan Robson is sus- 
pended while defender Mike Phe- 
lan palled a hamstring Saturday 
and is doubtful. 

But key midfielders Paul Ince 
and Welsh international Clayton 
Blackraore, who missed the 1-1 
league draw against lowly Aston 
Villa Saturday, are both set to 
return. 

The English club will also have 


in-form central defender Steve 
Bruce, who has hit six goals from 
his last five games, two of them 
penalties, and 19-year-o\d winger 
Lee Sharpe. 

Ferguson, who helped Scottish 
side Aberdeen win the Cup Win- 
ners’ Cup in 1983, was not too 
worried by Saturday’s showing. 

“When it went to 1-1 they 
stopped playing and had a rest.” 
be said. “It’s natural for the 
players to think, about Wednes- 
day's game because it’s so impor- 
tant for the dub.” 

United, who also reached the 
semifinals of the Cup Winners’ 
Cup in 1984 before losing to 
Juventus of Italy, won the Euro- 
pean Cup in 1986 — their only 
trophy in continental soccer. 

They have not lost in their last 
seven games and until Saturday 
had won four in succession, a run 
which started with the emphatic 
2-0 cup quarter-final win at Mont- 
pellier. 


Brondby face uphill battle against Roma 


COPENHAGEN (R) — Brond- 
by. the first Danes to reach the 
semifinals of a European Club 
competition, aim to show Roma a 
trick or two in the UEFA Cup 
Wednesday. 

The home game will be the 
toughest task in- the Copenhagen 
dub’s brief history but Brondby, 
the dear underdogs, have made 
something of a habit of upsetting 
the big-name teams. 

They have an unbeaten home 
record in Europe this season and 
refuse to be over-awed by the 
star-studded visitors. 

Team coach Morten Olsen, the 
former Danish national captain, 
said the team’s tactics will be to 
prevent a quick Roma goal and 
then to impose Brondby 's own 
style on the game. 

The Danish Leauge leaders’ 
high-pressure approach of con- 
stantly harrying the man with the 
ball can throw more stylish but 


less physical opponents off their 
stride. 

Olsen acknowledged that man 
for man Roma were the better 
team. “But so were Eintracht 
Frankfurt, and so were Bayer 
Leverkusen...” he said; naming 
two of the four teams the Danes 
beat in the earlier rounds of 
competition. ' '• • ■ ■ 

He is counting on Brondby’s 
team spirit, organisation and re- 
fusal to be impressed to see the 
team through. 

Where the Danes stand reso- 
lute, the Italians are uncertain 
about the future of their dub 
which may soon be up for sale 
following the death of president 
Dino Viola in January. 

Against Brondby, they will be 
strengthened by the return of 
Italian international midfielder 
Giusepee Giannini who missed 
Saturday’s 1-1 draw with city 


rivals Lazio. 

Coach Ottavio Bianchi also has 
Brazilian Aldair and Germans 
Thomas Berthold and Rudi Voel- 
ler in defence and attack. 

Brondby are crying to shake off 
the memory of their last two 
matches, both against domestic 
rivals AaS>6rg.’ 7" " 

In the first match, an own goal 
knocked them out of the Danish 
Cup semifinal, and then, in a 
league match Saturday, they were 
two goals ahead at halftime but 
still drew 2-2. 

From goalkeeper Peter 
Scbmeichel to striker Bent 
Christensen, Brondby have about 
half the Danish team, including 
captain Lars Olsen, anc! are a 
well-balanced side. 

Christensen was top goal- 
scorer in the league last year and 
beads of the list again in the 
current season. 


Andy Capp 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 10, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
LRIES- (March 21 to April 19) SCORPIO: (October 23 io Novem- 

wrnir nf vnnr activities now and at* a ble to see for y 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your own family should be the 
center of vour activities now and 
you are able to show others you are 
a devoted home person even while 
out. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get out and do that shopping and 
get in touch with those persons 
with whom you can set up appoint- 
ments whether for health or busi- 
ness reasons. 

GEMINI: (May 21 ro June 21) 
Whatever you feel to be the best 
way you can save some money is 
just right now for you will need 
more after your birth time is past 
gone. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can wisely take a 
good long look at yourself in the 
minor now to decide just what you 
want from -life and others about 
you in the future. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What- 
ever has been postponed by you 
can be quietly done now so waste 
no more time but wind up all kinds 
of unfinished business then have 
much fun. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are a number of swift- 
moving activities of a social nature 
at which you would be wise to be 
present so get out and' see old 
friends now. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
that does require you to think in 
terms of those in high places is very 
good for you can get more pre- 
stige. 


expand and extend your interests 
fax beyond their present bound- 
aries. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You have a prophe- 
tic hunch deep within yourself 
what is best for you to do now so 
procastinate no longer but get busy 
and put in motion. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your allies want to be 
closer partners to you and it is easy 
if you will give them the chance to 
join forces with you for closer 
accord. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Make a point to get at all 
those duties facing you and use 
your fine ability io solve problems 
by the ingenuity with which you 
tackle tough situations. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own fancy is such , that 
you now wish to have a good time 
every spare moment which is very 
good and just what the planets 
have in mind for you now. 
Today’s child: If your child were 
born today she or he will be more 
interested in the world at large 
than in personal emotional satis- 
factions. Travel to foreign places 
and dealing with highly placed 
persons in those locations will be 
become a reality for this chart in 
later life so be sure to encourage 
training in language and the arts. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 




“Sometimes I feet like a flat 
woodchuck on the Highway 
of Love." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• ' *Vy Hand Amok) and Bob Lee 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Answer here: 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


THEM 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: RIGOR PILOT SLOUCH NIMBLE 
Answer During a political campaign, laws pertaining to 
this are usually ignored— POLLUTION 




THE Daily Crossword hy Henry : 


ACROSS 
1 See regularly 
5 Highlander 
9 Suggest 
corruption 

14 Antelope 

15 Br. composer 

16 Imp 

17 Thatching 
palm 

18 Non-clerical 

19 Revise 

20 Jerusalem 
mosque 

23 Polka — 

24 — Plaines 

25 Joint in|ury 
29 Categorize " 
31 Arabic letter 

35 Peak 

36 Van Gogh 
town 

38 Wallet item 

39 Symbol of 
strength 

42 Ls Gallienne 

43 Poker play 

44 Flora's 
companion 

4a Sobbed 
*7 — de guerre 

48 Maiden 

49 Trojans' 
campus 

51 Each 

52 Undefeated 
heavyweight 
champ 

59. Model wood 

60 Melange 

61 Football team 
63 Gold bar 

84 Indolent 

65 — de capo 

66 Keaton or 
Sawyer 

67 — bien 

68 Optimistic 

DOWN 

1 A Johnson 

2 Dull 

3 Certain error 

4 Final 

5 Western bar 

6 Vessel 

7 Step — (hurry) 



1990 Tnuune Media ! 

All Higtil8 IU«nM 

8 Part ot MIT: 
abbr. 

9 Extra (Ire 

10 Flowering 
shrub 

11 Bus. VIP . 

12 Cuff Item 

13 Was aheal 

21 Paper VIP 

22 Garden tool 

25 Fastener 

26 Establish as 
true 

27 Summary 

28 Inquire 

29 Refracting 
glass 

30 Czech river 

32 Water 
lily 

33 Silly 

34 Wild 

36 Exchange 
premium 

37 Big game 
hunt 

40 Ornamental 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


□□□13 BHOB HUEJU 

gaiaa aaoH □□□□□ 

gaciQBanao) Hannan 

OH0D0 DDQQQ 0QQ 
□uuuHLiunnjuti 

0BQQH0B QQQQ 

Qbqeie 

gaa ijjHUHacuia aaa 
□□QHU OQBB EIDHD 
Baanama 
aaaaoaaa aoa 

rJHPJ„P anan QBflCfH 

□ageju BQLimQaDQB 

□□□ga oona dbuq 
aatua Bang ggao 


41 Ta ke it on 
the — 

46 AZ town 
48 Wooden ducks 

50 Use a 

0) aclartum 

5 1 Award 

52 Ing. princess 


53 Russ, saint 

54 Shed 

55 Winglike 

56 Partially open 

57 Pianist Peter 

58 Elevator man 

59 Offer 

62 influence 


l 















Average L. American incomes 
fall for third year in a row 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Aver- 
age Latin American incomes fell 
in 1990 for the third year in a row, 
the Inter- American Development 
Bank has reported. 

Production in Brazil, which 
accounts for more than a third of 
the area's total, dropped by four 
per cent. Since population rises 
by two per cent a year or more, 
the average income dropped even 
further — there were fewer goods 
to be shared by more people. 

In 1989 the average Brazilian’s 
income was $2,550, according to 
the World Bank- A six per cent 
decline would bring it down to 
about £2,400. 

“It is now mOTe urgent than 
ever that the region and the 
international community coordin- 
ate their efforts to place Latin 
America and the Caribbean once 
again on the road to economic 


development,” said the bank’s 
annual report. 

It noted a decline in living 
standards, especially for the very 
poor, and “uncontrolled growth 
of the informal sector” — a refer- 
ence to smuggling, black markets 
and drug trafficking. It also spoke 
of “deteriorating social indica- 
tors,” meaning poor health and 
education, and burdensome debt. 

Foreign debt was estimated to 
have grown by $3.5 billion in the 
year, due to a further piling up of 
$10 billion in unpaid interest to a 
total of $27 billion. 

The Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank, a multi-government 
body, attributed the overall situa- 
tion to “economic adjustment 
measures” — cuts in government 
spending, attempts to increase 
exports, reduce inflation and 


other official actions. The object 
of such measures is to help keep 
up with debt payments and put 
countries in a better financial 
position. 

'Hie rise in oil prices caused by 
the conflict in the Gulf made 
matters worse for most countries. 
Those with oil to sell, especially 
Venezuela and Mexico, increased 
their total income. 

For the 1990s the bank never- 
theless had an optimistic forecast: 
Total income increasing up to five 
per cent annually by the year 
2000 if policy changes continue. 

But it added that a less optimis- 
tic scenario could mean an annual 
production increase of only 2.3 
per cent — no increase in average 
incomes but still better than the 
1980s which showed an overall 
decline. 


Romania’s new liberal law opens 
door to direct foreign investment 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
has opened the gates to direct 
foreign investment with a liberal 
new law allowing full foreign 
ownership, capital protection, re- 
patriation of profits and tax 
breaks to boost the transition to a 
market economy. 

The foreign investment law 
passed by parliament last week 
mil take effect some time this 
month after publication in the 
official gazette. 

The most significant restriction 
is that only a maximum 15 per 
cent of profits made in the Roma- 
nian currency, the leu, may be 
transferred abroad in hard cur- 
rency. 

Foreign investors will also not 
be allowed to own land or buy 
residential buildings unrelated to 
the business investment. 

Hie expatriates they will be 
allowed to employ in Romania 
will be limited to experts and 
managers. They will not be able 
to import blue-collar labour. 

Under Stalinist dictator Nico- 


lae Ceausescu, overthrown in the 
December 1989 revolution, fore- 
ign investment was restricted to 
minority stakes in joint ventures 
on a very limited scale. 

Foreign investors will now be 
free to set up new companies in 
Romania — wholly owned or 
with part-Romanian ownership 
— or buy stocks and shares in 
existing Romanian enterprises. 

They may lease or buy com- 
mercial real estate and industrial 
plant and exploit natural re- 
sources. 

Investment legislation in other 
East European countries has 
been only partly successful in 
attracting Western investment as 
it has left many outstanding prob- 
lems. 

The law states that all econo- 
mic sectors are open to foreign 
investors as long as their activities 
pose no threat to national secur- 
ity, the environment, public 
order, health or morality. 

Investments will not be 
nationalised, expropriated or re- 


quisitioned except in the public 
interest. In such cases compensa- 
tion will be “prompt, adequate 
and effective.” 

Imports of machinery, equip- 
ment, vehicles and other invest- 
ment items will be duty-free. 
Imported raw materials and sup- 
plies will be exempt from duty for 
the first two years. 

Foreign investors will hot be 
subject to profit tax for five years 
if they invest in industry, fanning 
or construction, three years in 
exploration, communications and 
transport and two years in trad- 
ing, tourism, banking, insurance 
and other services. 

Further tax advantages, includ- 
ing reduced tax rates, will apply 
for several years after the expiry 
of the initial tax-free period. 

The government has also 
slashed the red tape that held up 
foreign investments in the past. 
Investors will apply to a new 
body, the Romanian Develop- 
ment Agency, to register invest- 
ment projects. 


Cardinals 
say local 
churches 
must help 
finance 
Vatican 

VATICAN CITY (AT) — Dio- 
ceses around the world will have 
to come up with money to help 
the Holy See plug its persistent 
budget deficits, Vatican officials 
have said. 

The deficit has been covered 
mainly by “Peter's pence.” the 
annual offering of Roman Catho- 
lics to the Pope that has been 
bringing in more than $10 million 
a year. 

But that money should be used 
for special charitable work, such 
as meeting the urgent needs of 
the church in Eastern Europe, 
said American Cardinal Edmund 
Szoka. the Holy See's financial 
chief. 

He told a special meeting of 
church leaders on the Vatican's 
financial problems that it there- 
fore will fall on the shoulders of 
local churches to help the Vatican 
finance its operations. 

The Vatican has been reporting 
a deficit since Pope John Paul n 
decided to lift some of the secrecy 
covering church finances. 

The most recent figures avail- 
able are a forecast of a record 
deficit of $36 million for 1990. 

Cardinal Jose Rosalio Castillo 
Lara of Venezuela, another top 
financial official at the Vatican, 
said financial help from local 
churches to the Vatican was 
actually an “obligation” under 
church law. 

He said such funding must be 
coordinated by the national 
bishops conference of each coun- 
try. 

Castillo Lara said the Vatican's 
financial problems were not a 
result of poor management but 
stemmed from “a radical disprop- 
ortion" between its revenues and 
its growing needs. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, April 9, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 

Boy 

677.0 

Sefl 

681.0 

Japanese yen (for 1001 

494.2 

497.2 

Pound Sterling 

1194.8 

1202.0 

Dutch guilder 

355.1 

357.2 

Deotschcmart 

400.2 

402.6 

Swedish crown 

111.1 

111.8 

Swiss franc 

471.7 

474.5 

Italian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

54.0 

543 

French franc 

118.3 

119.0 

194.4 

195.6 


Australia’s BHP studies 
building large oil 
refinery in Malaysia 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7783/93 

1.1532/37 

1.6610/20 

1.8885/95 

1.4285/92 

34.52/56 

5.6775/25 

1245/1246 

136.85/95 

6.0580/30 

6.5280/30 

6.4350/4400 

361.50/362.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


\ ** 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia’s 
biggest company, steel and oil 
giant Broken HUl PTY (BHP) 
Company Ltd, is considering 
building a multimillion- dollar oU 
refinery in Malaysia, a company 
spokesman has said. 

The spokesman for the com- 
pany’s BHP Petrolem PTY Ltd 
subsidiary said from Melbourne 
its Hawaiian subsidiary. Pacific 
Resources Inc, was conducting a 
feasibility study for a large refin- 
ery and had put Guam and 
Malaysia on a shortlist. 

The 150,000 barrel -a -day re- 
finery, worth around one billion 
Australian dollars ($770 million), 
would be built in conjunction 
with Taiwan's Chinese Petroleum 
Corp. be said. 

“We haven’t made a decision 
where the refinery will be,” he 
said. “We're a long way from 


Cinema 


making that decision.” 

A national business magazine 
here said recently BHP applied to 
the Malaysian government to 
construct a refinery at Bintulu in 
the eastern state of Sarawak. 

Pacific Resources’ and Chinese 
Petroleum iu December signed 
an agreement to jointly build a 
refinery somewhere in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 

BHP*s Hawaiian refinery has a 
capacity of 95.000 barrels a day, 
more chan one third of BHFs 
worldwide crude oil production. 
Products include jet fuel and li- 
quefied petroleum gas marketed 
in the United States, Australia 
and Singapore. 

The planned refinery in the 
Asia-Pacific will focus on light 
transportation fuels and other 
products, the spokesman said. 
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Dollar’s rise and weak growth 
abroad threaten U.S. exports 


WASHINGTON (R) — A rapid- 
ly rising dollar and weak econo- 
mic growth abroad could mean 
trouble for U.S. economic policy- 
makers who are looking to ex- 
ports to help pull the economy 
out of recession and feed the 
recovery, economists say. 

“Up until appreciation of the 
dollar occurred, we thought net 
exports were going to be a power- 
ful cushion for the economy,” 
said Laurence Meyer, who heads 
an economic consulting firm in 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

“The best hope now is that net 
exports mil be neutral or a small, 
almost negligible contributor to 
growth,” he added. 

Only a few months ago, offi- 
cials were worried about the 
weakness of the dollar which hit a 
record low of 1.4435 marks on 
Feb. 11. 

With the decline of the dollar 


making U.S. goods a bargain in 
overseas markets. Bush adminis- 
tration officials and Federal Re- 
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan 
pointed to strong exports as one 
of the few bright spots in the U.S. 
economy. 

But since the end of the Gulf 
war, the U.S. currency has surged 
10.3 per cent against the Deuts- 
che mark and 4.6 per cent against 
the yen, making U.S. products 
more expensive. 

Already, the rising currency, 
coupled with economic weakness 
abroad is giving U.S. businesses a 
headache. 

International Business 
Machines (IBM) Corp. cited a 
worldwide economic slowdown 
last month when it told investors 
that first quarter earnings would 
be less than expected. Industry 
analysts said the strong dollar is a 


Shipping meeting urges 
renewal of world 
fleet to boost safety 


OSLO (R) — Representatives of 
the international shipping com- 
munity called Tuesday for a re- 
newal of the ageing world fleet 
and more training of crews in 
order to help avert disasters at 
sea. 

“The accident rate is showing 
signs of rising, after a long period 
of improvement,” William 
O’Neil, secretary-general of the 
United Nations’ International 
Maritime Organisation (IMO), 
told a two-day conference on 
safety at sea. 

“Statistics show quite conclu- 
sively that old ships have more 
accidents than new ones." he said 
at the start of the meeting. 

“Life extension can only be 
justified if safety is made a prior- 
ity, rather than profit but I won- 
der how often this happens,” he 
added. 

About 250 shipowners and rep- 
resentatives of governments, 
maritime bodies, classification 
societies and trade unions are 
attending the Oslo meeting, orga- 
nised by Norwegian authorities. 

The need to improve safety at 
sea has been highlighted by re- 
cent major oil spills from tankers 
and disasters such as the Scan- 
dinavian Star ferry blaze off Nor- 
way a year ago, which killed 158 
people. 

A 15-year-slump in the ship- 
ping market has also discouraged 
shipowners from ordering new 
vessels and many fear old, rusting 
tankers may cause more disas- 
ters. 

“The world community can 


simply not accept a rising level of 
risk in the maritime transport 
sector,” said Norway’s minister 
of trade and shipping, Eldrid 
Nordboe. 

“Over the years, each succes- 
sive disaster has led to renewed 
efforts to promote safety at sea. It 
is tragic that the progress which 
has been made has thus been 
based on costly, bitter experi- 
ence,’* she said. 

Nordboe said Norway was 
tightening requirements for the 
standard of vessels and crews — 
ranging from regular fire patrols 
to better inspections by port au- 
thorities — and urged other na- 
tions to follow suit. 

The meeting will air new ideas 
and recommendations but it will 
not provide a final document or 
any binding obligations. 

O’Neil said shipping safety lag- 
ged far behind standards required 
for planes. 

“I... believe that maintenance 
of aircraft is more closely control- 
led, all key personnel being duly 
licensed and their work logged, 
with each being held fully re- 
sponsible for the quality of their 
work,” he said. 

Several speakers mentioned in- 
creasing public demand to im- 
prove safety at sea to save lives 
and prevent environmental disas- 
ters. 

The shipping industry’s reputa- 
tion worldwide is not very high at 
the moment, John Lyras, vice 
chairman of the International 
Chamber of Shipping, said. 


Chinese legislature 
approves programme 
and new tax law 


BEUING (AP) — China's legisl- 
ature approved draft versions of 
the nation's economic plans for 
the next five and 10 years, at the 
final meeting of its annual session 
Tuesday. 

The 2,610 delegates, who 
attended the closing session of 
the National People's Congress 
also approved a civil procedure 
law, a new income tax law for 
foreign businesses, the state 
budget and several annual re- 
ports. 

The major task of the 16-day 
congress was ‘to study, revise and 
approve the drafts of China’s 
10-year programme and five-year 
plan, which set basic economic 
policies and priorities. 

This was the first time the 
leadership has drawn up a 
decade-long plan. 

The economic blueprint prom- 
ises to expand the role of the free 
market in the next decade, but 
{stresses that state ownership and 
central planning will remain 
dominant. It was approved with 
only nine opposing votes. 

Delegates made more than 


100, “substantia] revisions or 
changes of wording” in the out- 
line that Premier Li Peng read at 
the opening session, the official 
Xinhua News Agency reported. 

The changes indude a clause 
on improving the performance of 
state-owned enterprises, which 
have become a drain on the 
national economy. 

The congress swiftly rubber 
stamped the eight herns on its 
final agenda in less than an hour. 
The Communist Party dictates all 
decision-making, and the voting 
was merely a formality. 

Delegates voted with electronic 
ballots at their seats, and the 
results were flashed almost im- 
mediately on huge screens in the 
cavernous Great Hall of the Peo- 
ple. Every item passed with at 
least 2,200 votes. 

The new income tax law for 
foreign enterprises goes Into 
effect July 1, annul log two sepa- 
rate income tax laws for foreign 
businesses promulgated earlier. It 
standardises the income tax on 
foreign businesses, which had 
varied in the past depending on 
locality. ; 
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AVISO A TODOS LOS 


JORDANIA 

El proximo 26 de Mayo se celebraran elecciones munici- 
paJes y autonomicas en Espana. Los espanoles re- 
sidentes en el extranjero qua deseen ejercer su derecho 
de voto deberan comunicarlo a la Embajada de Espana. 
A tal efecto seran expuestas a partir de hoy dia 10 de Abril 
y hasta el dia 17, inclusive, las listas electorates. 

En este plazo se podra presentar toda reclamacion 
administrativa sobre la inclusion o exclusion en el censo. 

Para consultar las listas o para mayor information: 

Embajada de Espana 

Primer circulo - C/Reina Zein 

Jabal Amman - Amman 

Tett.622140 / 624187 


disaster for IBM. 

Undercecretaiy of the Treasury 
David Mulfbrd told reporters last 
month: “We are concerned about 
the rapidity of the rise. We are 
not seeking a stronger (foliar.” 

Since 1987, the United States 
has been narrowing its trade 
shortfall with the rest of the 
world. The recession has slowed 
imports and while export growth 
has slowed since the boom year of 
1988, imports have been slowing 
at a greater pace. 

Financial analysts said the dol- 
lar's recent strength is dne largely 
to the weakness of overseas eco- 
nomies. Australia, Britain and 
Canada are in recession, whole 
France and Italy are near reces- 
sion and Japan's growth is slow- 
ing. 

Germany, having problems 
with the cost of reunifying east 


and west, has raised taxes and its 
economy is slowing to a crawL 

Factors feeding the dollar's 
st ren gth are faffing interest rates 
in other countries, the psycholo- 
gical lift brought on by the quick 
end to the Gutf war and concerns 
about the political problems in 
the Soviet Union, said Allen 
Sinai, an economist with the Bos- 
ton Co., mi investment^ advisory 
firm. 

“The dollar’s recent strength 
certainly won't help our exports. 
Neither will the slowdown worl- 
dwide,” Sinai said. 

Stephen Cooney, director of 
international investment and fi- 
nance at the National Association 
of Manufacturers, said if the dol- 
lar stabilises at recent levels of 
about 1.70 marks and 140 yen, it 
will not have a major impact on 
U.S. exports. 


Vietnam minister offers 
workers to ‘anywhere’ 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam wants to 
send its labour force to any coun- 
try which needs workers. Labour 
Minister Tran Dinh Hoan was 
quoted as saying Monday. 

“We will continue sending 
workers to the Soviet Union and 
some other Eastern European 
countries,” he said in the daily 
Hanoi Moi. 

“At the same time we will 
widen the market by sending our 
labour to the Middle East. Afri- 
ca, the European Community, 
North Europe, Southeast Asian 


countries, Laos and Cambodia,” 
he said. 

Vietnam has sent workers 
abroad since 1980, mainly to the 
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe 
and Iraq, in return for aid. 

About two thirds of the 
280,000 overseas workers have 
returned home because of the 
collapse of socialism in Europe 
and the Gulf war, depriving Viet- 
nam of foreign exchange and 
swelling the ranks of the unem- 
ployed. 


Scandal rocks Brazil’s 
social security system 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
— A scandal involving billions of 
dollars from Brazil’s soda! secur- 
ity system has shaken the govern- 
ment and prompted a high-level 
investigation. 

Brazil's leading circulation dai- 
ly said that government investiga- 
tors listed $5.93 billion in uncol- 
lected revenue or misappropria- 
tions from the $25 billion retire- 
ment programme. ' 

There was no immediate gov- 
ernment response to the report 
• fry the Folba de Sat^PiSfo news- 
paper, which carried comments 
from officials from the program- 
me and the ministries of labour 
and economy. 

President Fernando Collor de 
Mello, who took office pledging 
to fight corruption, has declared 
“open season” on fraud involving 
the programme. The nation's 
police chief, Romeo Turn a, has 
compared its management to 
Swiss cheese: “It’s frill of holes, 
and there's fraud everywhere,” 
he recently told reporters. 

Thousands of fictitious retirees 
and people representing deceased 
retirees are believed to be receiv- 
ing benefits nationwide. Collar 
ordered an investigation after the 
labour minister said he found 
nothing illegal during an internal 
inquiry and complained that rats 
bad eaten many key files. 

The scandal broke March 21, 
when representative Maurilio 
Ferreira Lima obtained a leaked 
payroll printout that indicated 
315 retirees were receiving 
monthly benefits worth between 
$7,500 and $51,000. 

In a country where half the 
population takes home just $60 
per month, the disclosure caused 


widespread outrage. 

Days later, police arrested an 
11-member gang in Sao Paulo. 
Members were charged with forg- 
ing documents and winning be- 
nefits for fictitious retirees. 

Government officials said the 
gang, which reportedly had rip- 
ped off millions of dollars, was in 
cahoots with what the press dub- 
bed the “super-Maharajahs” on 
the printout. 

Collar cut off payments to the 
315 retirees and ordered labour 
Minister Antonio Magrt, who 
oversees social security, to pre- 
sent a full report. 

But Magri said he found only 
31 people where receiving large 
retirement payments, none ifle- 
gally. 

When pressed to explain the 
figures on the leaked payroll 
sheet, Magri said the money 
might never have been paid out 
“ a claim greeted by much skep- 
ticism by Lima and the news 
media. 

The major Rio newspaper O 
Globo ran a front page cartoon of 
Magri dressed as Sherlock 
Holmes, saying: “1 will now 
announce who is not ripping off 
social security.” 

The minister compounded his 
problems with off-the-cuff re- 
marks to journalists. 

- Pressed about whether he 
would be fired because of his 
failed investigation, he said: “My 
situation is not good but it could 
be worse. I could have cancer or 
AIDS." 

In response to the widespread 
criticism, Collor appointed the 
high-level panel. Magri is not a 
member. 


VILLA FOR SALE 

4 bedrooms, 2 of them master; main kitchen; 
kitchenette; maidroom with a private bathroom; 
central irial; fire place; garage for 3 cars with an 
electric door and garden. 

if interested, Please call 841146 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 


WANTED 

a female Filipino helper Live-in essential 

Please contact 667694 


cfiqaba Shun. 

Apartotel 

Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea views. 

Call Aqaba tel.: 03/313512, Fax: 03/314339. 



& &vtno rooms. dWng room, two 

I ndepe ndent central heating and telephones. 

Location: ShrnSeart near Birds’ Garden. 

Tali 667162 - 666243 










South Africa presents bill 
to scrap race classification 


CAPE TOWN (Rj — The South 
African government published a 
draft law Tuesday to end race 
classification, the basis of the 
43-year-old apartheid system di- 
viding ruling whites from the 
voteless black majority. 

The six-line proposal, which is 
certain to be accepted by the 
National Party-dominated parlia- 
ment. implements the last of 

several sweeping reforms 
announced by President F.W. De 
Klerk on Feb. 1 this year. 

It proposes the repeal of 10 
laws that enforce race classifica- 
tion at birth and amendments to 
four other law’s to remove sec- 
tions concerning racial defini- 
tions. 

The Population Registration 
Act allocates everybody to one of 
10 racial categories and has been 
used to split families, with pa- 
rents and children forced to live 
in different areas. 

The repeal bill adds, however, 
that while children bom after its 


passage through parliament will 
not be classified by race, govern- 
ment can continue on the basis of 
existing racial divisions. 

“Notwithstanding the repeal of 
the Population Registration Act. 
1950, anything done in terms 
thereof shall... remain in force as 
if the repeal had not taken 
place," the bill says. 

A government official said this 
section meant that segregated 
education and whites-oniy elec- 
tions could continue until a new 
constitution is agreed and im- 
plemented. 

De Klerk has promised to 
negotiate South Africa’s transi- 
tion from white rule to democra- 
cy. including full political rights 
for blacks, who outnumber 
whites by five to one. 

He said in February he would 
scrap race classification in a pack- 
age of fundamental reforms in- 
cluding the repeal of residential 
segregation and an end to land 
apartheid, which reserves 87 per 


cent of the country for white 
farmeis. 

‘‘The South African statute 
book will be devoid within 
months of the... cornerstones of 
apartheid." he said. 

De Klerk’s reforms enraged 
the white right, but Western gov- 
ernments quickly signalled 
approval by promising to review 
anti-apartheid sanctions when all 
the changes had been put to 
parliament. 

The land reform measures, in- 
cluding plans to give land to 
blacks holding long-term leases, 
were presea red last month and 
are expected to be approved be- 
fore July. 

De Klerk has also said the 
Group Areas Act, which imposed 
residential segregation, could be 
disregarded even before its for- 
mal appeal. 

The reforms have been wel- 
comed by' Nelson Mandela’s Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC), 
but the movement has criticised 


IRA uses woman as ‘human bomb 


BELFAST (R) — Irish national- 
ist guerrillas used a woman as a 
“human bomb” for the first time 
in Northern Ireland, forcing a 
terrified cleaner to walk half a 
mile with a bomb in her handbag. 

The woman, a cleaner at the 
police base in the border village 
of Belleek. was made to dump 
the bomb outside the station, 
police said. 

She had been held hostage with 
her husband by four masked gun- 
men who also kidnapped another 
woman and her child. They told 
the cleaner all the hostages would 
die if she failed to deliver the 


bomb. 

Police spotted the terrified 
woman and told her to throw the 
bag away and run for her life. The 
bomb exploded minutes later af- 
ter police had evacuated the area. 
No one was hurt and damage was 
minimal. 

“It bears all the hallmarks of an 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
attack,” a police spokesman said 
after Monday's attack, which was 
angrily condemned by politicians 
from both sides of the sectarian 
divide in Northern Ireland. 

Moderate nationalist councillor 
Tommy Gallagher said: “It is 


subhuman behaviour but it is 
what we expect from the IRA. It 
was so evfl it falls outside the 
realms of human behaviour." 

Unionist parliamentarian Ken 
Maginnis agreed: “This was an 
appalling ordeal. The bomb could 
have exploded prematurely and 
might have killed not only this 
poor unfortunate woman but any- 
body standing by her.” 

The IRA, fighting to oust Bri- 
tain from Northern Ireland, last 
year adopted the new tactic of 
using civilians as human time 
bombs for attacks on police and 
army bases. 


South Korean opposition 
inaugurates new party 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea's 
best-known opposition figure. 
Kim Dae-Jung, presided at the 
formation of his newest opposi- 
tion party Tuesday promising to 
put an end to “militaristic poli- 
cy.’’ 

The new party, tentatively 
named the New Democratic Un- 
ion fNDU), merges Kim's Party 
for Peace and Democracy (PPD), 
the country’s main parliamentary 
opposition party, and the newly- 
formed Party for New Democra- 
tic Alliance (PNDA). 

“I believe that we laid a defi- 
nite foundation for a unified 
opposition party, which expects 
to take over the government,” 
Kim told a cheering crowd of 
5,000 at an inaugural ceremony in 
Seoul's cavernous Korea Ex- 
hibition Centre. 

He urged other opposition par- 
ties to fight together to put a stop 
“to the generations of military 
culture which ruled (South) 
Korea for 3(1 years and which still 
control the current regime.” 

"We appeal strongly to all 


democratic forces, which desire 
the termination of the militaristic 
rale of security agencies of the 
Democratic Liberal Party 
(DLP)," Kim said. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo, a former general, was 
elected in an open presidential 
poll in 19S7 to succeed another 
general. He has since barred the 
military from overt participation 
in politics. 

Roh's ruling DLP was fanned 
early last year through the merger 
of the then ruling party and two 
opposition groups. That merger 
left Kim and his PPD isolated and 
badly outnumbered with about 70 
of the 299 seats in the National 
Assembly. 

Several months ago merger 
talks between the PPD and the 
smaller opposition Democratic 
Party broke down over clashes 
with some younger politicians 
who asserted Kim should step 
aside and allow a new generation 
of leaders to carry the opposition 
banner. 



Europe opens to Poles 


SW1ECKO. Poland (AP) — 
Visa- free travel has opened up 
Western Europe to more Poles 
than ever before, and Polish au- 
thorities have vowed to make 
sure its citizens don’t wear out 
their welcome by smuggling and 
working illegally. 

Visa requirements that limited 
Poles’ access to Germany, 
France. Italy. Belgium, the 
Netherlands and Luxembourg 
were lifted Monday. The Scan- 
dinavian nations will soon follow 
suit. 

For ordinary Poles, these de- 
velopments are among the first 
tangible fruits of Poland's other- 
wise painful drive toward demo- 
cracy and capitalism. 

Previously. Poles were re- 
quired to get advance visas, and 
many Poles were kept out by 
various restrictions. 

“Today we feel like normal 
people.” said one of the first 
day’s travellers. Ewa Roman - 
towska of Warsaw, who travelling 
to Berlin to visit friends. 

"If you want to go somewhere, 
the only thing you have to worry 
about is if you have the money." 
she said, recalling the often humi- 
liating and at times fruitless waits 
at Western European embassies 
for visas. 

The Polish travellers said they 
were going to visit relatives, shop 
for cheaper and more plentiful 
electronics goods, buy cars, or 
just see the sights. 

German authorities estimated 
that 50.000 Poles had crossed into 
Germany by midday on Monday 
at 20 border points. 

Polish authorities have prom- 
ised to enforce strict customs 
controls at the border to control 
smuggling. 

They have also agreed to pay 
for the costs of deporting any 
Polish citizen who overstays the 
three-month limit on visa-free 
tourist Writs, works illegally or 
otherwise breaks the law. In addi- 
tion, violators will be subject to a 
12-month travel ban- 

Customs agents at Swiecko, the 
border station for the Warsaw- 


Berlin Highway, turned back 50 
cars carrying excessive amounts 
of goods like food or cigarettes — 
indications that the occupants 
planned to peddle goods abroad. 
The Germans stopped several 
dozen other cars for the same 
reason or for being in poor re- 
pair. 

A banner welcomed Poles as 
they crossed a bridge at the 
Frankfurt and Der Oder border 
crossing. But 100 metres into 
Germany, about 30 young hooli- 
gans shouted Nazi slogans and 
chanted “Germany for Germans 
— foreigners out." 

Many were drunk, and some of 
the youths clashed periodically 
with more than 100 border police 
in riot gear who kept them away 
from the passing border traffic. 

As the first travellers crossed 
shortly after midnight, stones 
were thrown at a bus carrying a 
Polish orchestra returning from 
Holland, injuring two passengers. 

Police reported 15 arrests in 
pre-dawn clashes, and ar least 
three people were arrested Mon- 
day afternoon in Frankfurt. 

But other Germans greeted the 
visitors warmly. Plumber Jurgen 
Eggard, 43, remembered how he 
and his wife had wept for joy in 
November 19S9. when the Berlin 
Wall opened and East Germans 
won freedom to travel. “This visa 
freedom for Poles is just as 
wonderful,” he said. 

Swiecko’s chief Polich customs 
official. Jerzy KowaJewski. said 
that during the first 12 hours 
Monday more than 8,000 Poles 
had crossed the border there in 
about 2,000 cars and 20 buses, A 
5-ktlometre-long line dissolved by 
the afternoon. 

Kowalewski said many 
travellers had told him they were 
making their first trip abroad. 

Retired taxi driver Tadeusz 
Rogaze of Wroclaw crossed into 
Germany at Swiecko with his son 
in an aging Mercedes. 

“You feel (ike a free man. But 
we will see how they are going to 
receive us,” he said. 


Edward Kennedy 

Son disputes 
claim about 
Senator 
Kennedy 

PALM BEACH, Florida (R) — 
U.S. Senator Edward Kennedy’s 
son, Patrick, disputed claims that 
his father, half naked, chased 
around a waitress at the family’s 
Florida estate on the night his 
cousin allegedly raped a woman 
there. 

Patrick Kennedy, speaking to 
reporters Monday outside his 
Rhode Island home, disputed the 
account by Michelle Cassone, 27. 
a waitress who said the senator, 
clad only in a shirt and possibly 
underwear, chased her around 
the Palm Beach estate. 

"That’s her account. Mine is 
made with a sober mind. I had 
nothing to drink at Au Bar but a 
few ginger ales.” Kennedy said. 

"At one point. I saw Senator 
Kennedy inside the mansion 
without any pants on, but he 
might have been wearing under- 
wear,” Cassone said, declining to 
elaborate. 

Cassone said she accompanied 
the senator, his son Patrick, and 
his nephew William Kennedy 
Smith to the beaebside estate 
after a night of drinking at a 
trendy nightclub. 

In an interview with Reuters, Cas- 
sone said she was unaware of any 
violence while she was at the 
Palm Beach. Florida, mansion. 
She said she did not see Smith at 
the estate. 

Cassone said she also saw a 
woman “running into the ocean 
behind the house without any 
clothes on. But I couldn't see her 
well enough to see who it was.” 

A 29-year-old Florida woman 
who met the Kennedys and Smith 
at the bar. said she was raped by 
Smith at the estate in the early 
morning hours of March 30. 

Smith, a 30-year-old medical 
student, gave hair and blood sam- 
ples to Palm Beach police investi- 
gators Sunday in Washington, 
but on the advise of his lawyer, he 
refused to answer questions. 

In a rape investigation, blood 
and hair samples taken from sus- 
pects are usually tested to see if 
they can be matched to . physical 
evidence, including traces of 
sperm taken from the victim’s 
body. 

Senator Kennedy and Patrick 
Kennedy also met with police at 
the weekend. 

Patrick Kennedy afro said he 
was concerned about his cousin's 
refusal to talk to police. 


the absence of compensation for 
more than 3.5 million people 
forcibly removed from their land 
to St the apartheid blueprint. 

Meanwhile at least 13 people 
have been killed since Sunday at 
a Johannesburg township in fac- 
tional figbting and in a mystery 
attack on a township squatter 
camp, police said Tuesday. 

Hundreds of residents fled the 
Mandela Park Gamp at Katle- 
houg, east of Johannesburg, to 
take overnight refuge in a hospit- 
al and churches when gangs from 
neighbouring Holomisa Park 
Camp, some with rifles and 
spears, invaded late Monday. 

“Thirteen people have been 
killed in Katlebong since Sunday. 
The situation is quiet now and 
police are on the scene to estab- 
lish the cause of the violence.” a 
police spokesman said. 

Nine people were killed Sun- 
day after a rally by the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party. 


China’s 

premier 

defends 
crackdown, 
will not quit 

BEIJING (R) — Hardline Pre- 
mier Li Peng declared Tuesday 
that a harsh crackdown on dissent 
had kept China from going die 
way of Eastern Europe, and said 
he would not resign. 

“If we had not taken the mea- 
sures that we were forced into 
taking at that occasion, then Chi- 
na today might be bogged down 
in economic chaos and decline, as 
well as political instability cer- 
tainly at least as severe as what 
has happened in some countries 
that used to practise socialism,” 
Li told a news conference. 

Li, a main supporter of the 
army’s decision to crush pro- 
democracy unrest in 1989 with 
heavy loss of life, did not mention 
any Eastern European countries 
by name. 

He said the harsh suppression 
had saved the nation and declined 
to rale out the use of force in any 
future^' tthrest. ■ 

Qrintae leaders ordered the 
military to crash mass demonstra- 
tions in Peking’s Tiananmen 
Square in June 1989 killing hun- 
dreds, perhaps thousands, of pro- 
testers. 

A similar wave of popular dis- 
content eventually helped sweep 
away Communist governments in 
die former East Bloc. 

“If at that critidal moment, the 
Chinese Communist Party and 
the Chinese government did not 
adopt resolute measures.... Chi- 
na today could not enjoy its 
present stability or economic 
prosperity.” Li said. 

“...Even the fate of People’s 
Republic of China would be at 
stake," he added. 

Li spoke after the dosing ses- 
sion of the National People’s 
Congress, China’s rubber-stamp 
parliament, which overwhelming- 
ly approved his work report and 
economic plan for the next de- 
cade. 

The premier, target last month 
of a coded message in the Com- 
munist Party’s official newspaper 
demanding he resign, said he and 
the leadership were fully in con- 
trol and laughed off attacks on his 
position. 

“I believe that during the cur- 
rent term of tenure of the govern- 
ment 1 will certainly remain at my 
post of premier,” he said. The 
current government's term ex- 
pires next year. 


banks 

bombed, 

security 

tightened 

MANILA (R) — Suspected army 
rebels bombed three banks and a 
power sub-station in Manila 
Tuesday in a fresh attempt to 
destabilise Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino’s government, 
officials said. 

In an unrelated development, 
troops backed by helicopter 
gunships battled Communist 
guerrillas in the southern pro- 
vince of North Cotabatao. The 
military said at least 13 people 
had been killed in fighting that 
began Sunday. 

The latest bomb attacks in 
Manila could have been triggered 
by Monday’s protest resignation 
of armed forces deputy chief 
Major-General Alexander Aguir- 
re who had warned Aquino of 
renewed military unrest, officials 
said. 

“The initial assessment is that 
the latest wave of bombings ... is 
a continuing effort by the rightist 
rebel movement to sow terror 
and destabilise the government,” 
national police spokesman Super- 
intendent Crescensio Mara! it said 
in a radio interview. 

“They feel the public has for- 
gotten them and that they have to 
do something dramatic so that the 
people will know they are still 
around,” Maralit said. 

National Police Director- 
General Cezar Nazareno im- 
mediately ordered police around 
Manila to step up patrols and 
secure business and financial dis- 
tricts. 

“The order is to cover all possi- 
ble areas where the terrorists 
might likely strike again," Maralit 
added. 

The bombs, made of sticks of 
dynamite and plastic explosives, 
exploded within minutes of each 
other at three branches of the 
Bank of the Philippine Islands 
(BPI), one of the country’s big- 
gest commercial banks. 

They blew off part of a roof, 
started a fire and wrecked win- 
dows and office equipment. One 
janitor was injured. 

A bomb lobbed from a car also 
damaged an electrical sub- 
station, police said, causing a 
short break in power in parts of 
Manila. 

The BPI is partly owned by a 
real estate conglomerate headed 
by a businessman supporting the 
Aquino administration. 

Aquino appeared unruffled by 
the incidents and made no refer- 
ence to them when she spoke 
Tuesday before diplomats and 
military officers at a shrine for 
Filipino soldiers killed in World 
War H. 

But the 5S-year-old president 
stressed the need for unity to 
protect the democracy she res- 
tored after oosting then President 
Ferdinand Marcos in a 1986 
popular revolt. 

"We can be truly free only if 
we are united and willing to 
commit ourselves to the defence 
of our democratic way of life,” 
she said. 

Police also blamed rebel sol- 
diers for most of the more than 50 
bomb explosions that hit Manila 
in the last months of 1990. 

Outgoing armed forces chief 
Lieutenant-General Rodolfo 
Biazon blamed Tuesday's attacks 
on army rebels who have 
failed to unseat Aquino in six 
previous coup attempts. 

“Those elementts who want to 
destabilise the government saw 
an opportunity to do it, by riding 
on yesterday's events.” Blazon 
told reported, referring to Aguir- 
re’s resignation. 


Soviet troops begin 
pullout from Poland 


BORNE-SULINOWO. Poland 
(AP) — The Soviet Red Army 
began its long-awaited pullout 
from Poland Tuesday as 60 sol- 
diers clambered aboard a 20- 
wagon train of missile launchers 
and trucks headed for home. 

The withdrawal began in heavy 
rain after a late-morning cere- 
mony at a railway siding, which 
included speeches by Soviet and 
Polish generals and a band play- 
ing the Soviet national anthem. 

The train, carrying members of 
the' Guards Missile Brigade, was 
leaving under the first phase of a 
permanent pullout by the Red 
Army, which has been stationed 
on Polish soil since evicting the 
German occupiers in 1944. 

Soviet Commander Gen. Vik- 
tor Dubynin told the troops at 
this base in northwest Poland that 
their mission to guarantee “the 
independence of Poland” had 
been successfully completed. 

Children held up a banner 
reading, “thank you for your 
services in the Northern Group of 
Forces.” 

The approximately 1,100 mem- 
bers of the Guards Missile Bri- 
gade will be withdrawn over the 
next two months, with their unit 
disbanded when it reaches 
Leningrad, said Lt. Gen. Nikolai 
Domashev, Dubynin’s deputy. 

Feelings on the withdrawal 
were mixed among Poles living 
near the sprawling base, one of 
the largest military training areas 
in Europe. 

One man said he regretted the 
end of illegal gasoline sales by the 
Soviet soldiers to hard-press local 
fanners. 

But Zygmund Lichwa. the Pol- 
ish railway official in charge of 
the troop train, said, “each coun- 
try has its own army, which looks 
after its own borders. That is the 
way it should be.” 

Before the departure, a Polish 
general denied that both rides 
had agreed on a withdrawal 
timetable. 

“The decision is unilateral.” 
Polish Gen. Zdzislaw Ostrowski 
said Monday of the Soviet plans. 
“And we have not been informed 
aboot the details of the withdraw- 
als planned for this year.” 

Dubynin, Soviet commander of 


the Northern Forces Group, bad 
daimed at the same news confer- 
ence that Poland and the Soviet 
.Union developed a joint with- 
drawal plan. 

During mouths of tense nego- 
tiations, Poland demanded that 
all the approximately 50,000 
Soviet troops pull out by the end 
of 1991, as is planned for Hun- 
gary and Czechoslovakia. The 
Soviets, meanwhile, say they will 
not fully vacate Poland before the 
end of 1993. 

Dubynin said that the final 
deadline for the Soviet departure 
would be agreed on by the “poli- 
tical leadership” of their coun- 
tries. Polish President Lech 
Walesa is expected to travel to 
Moscow in May to try to settle 
the issue in talks with Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Dnbynin accused Polish politi- 
cians of stirring up an anti-Soviet 
atmosphere in Poland. Some “try 
not to remember those times” 
when the Soviet Union “liber- 
ated” Poland after World War II, 
he said. 

But be concluded: “We are 
goiog home now. There is no 
alternative.” 

Borne-Sulinowo is located ab- 
out 100 kilometres northeast of 
Warsaw. It is a town of 20,000 
Soviet troops and their families 
sheltered in a thick forest off the 
nearest road. About 100 repor- 
ters turned up Monday in re- 
sponse to an invitation from the 
Soviet army to witness the pull- 
out. 

By year end, Dubynin pledged, 
13,000 troops amounting to some 
30 units will have left Poland to 
return to the Soviet Union. Po- 
land will acquire seven vacated 
garrisons, he said. 

About 1.500 railway cars haul- 
ing soldiers and equipment will 
leave within a month, he said. 
“At Polish request, the heavy 
weapons are to go first.” 

Dubynin confirmed that the 
Soviet army had removed nuclear 
weapons from Poland in the mid- 
dle of 1990. 

As for when the last Soviet 
troop will leave, the Polish gener- 
al said: “We think a sooner dead- 
line can be agreed and this is the 
direction of our negotiations.” 


1 killed and 30 escape in 
Bangladesh prison revolt 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh said 
Tuesday it had crushed a revolt in 
Dhaka's maximum security jail in 
which at least one prisoner was 
killed, over 100 were wounded 
and up to 30 managed to escape. 

The paramilitary Bangladesh 
Rifles (BDR) denied earlier re- 
ports by prison officials and local 
residents that they had used 
machineguns to put down the 
revolt Monday night. 

“We helped police trying to put 
down the trouble inside Dhaka 
Jail but we did not use 
machineguns,” a BDR officer 
said. 


Prison guards said the BDR 
helped crush the uprising with 
rifle fire after 30 prisoners 
escaped by exploding crude frag- 
mentation bombs and firing guns 
stolen from warders. 

They said the rioting started 
after other prisoners, encouraged 
by the escape, dashed with police 
and warders in a mass bid to go 
free. 

The bombs thrown by the 
escaping prisoners were cans 
packed with explosive and metal 
fragments they had dandestinely 
made inride the jails. 


Takeshita’s right-hand man 
heads Japan’s ruling party 


TOKYO (R.) — Keizo Obuchi, 
who became the new bead of 
Japan’s ruling party Tuesday, is a 
right-hand man of former Pre- 
mier Noboru Takeshi ta. 

Obuchi. who served in 
Takeshita’s 1987-1989 adminis- 
tration as chief cabinet secretary, 
has assumed the powerful post of 
secretary-general of the Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP). 

He succeeds Ichiro Ozawa, 
who took responsibility for his 
party's defeat in the Tokyo gov- 
ernor’s election. 

“I will try my best to preserve 
the unity of the party,” Obuchi 


said in a news conference. 

Voters in the capital returned 
incumbent Governor Sh unichi 
Suzuki, who was supported by 
local LDP chapter rebels, in an 
overwhelming triumph Monday. 

Obuchi’s statement reflected 
the party’s wish to mend the split 
that divided its national head- 
quarters from the local Tokyo 
chapter at the time of the Tokyo 
governor’s poll. 

Obuchi was selected according 
to the rules of factional politics 
that govern the LDP. Like Oza- 
wa, Obuchi is a deputy leader of 
Takeshita’s faction. 


Reagan calls scandal book on Nancy absurd 


NEW YORK (R) — Former 
President Ronald Reagan said 
Monday a startling biography of 
his wife, Nancy, contains flagrant 
and absurd falsehood, but 
scandal-loving Americans headed 
to their local book shop regard- 
less. 

Copies of Nancy Reagan, the 
Unauthorised Biography were 
snapped up by the thousand, 
demand fuelled by widespread 
reports of its claims that the 
former first lady ran the country 
during her husband's presidency, 
had an affair with Frank Sinatara 
and once smoked marijuana. 

Author Kitty Kelley, who spe- 
cialises in celebrity-shock bigor- 
aphies, said Mrs. Reagan was the 
most powerful woman the United 
States has ever known. 

“She was indeed our president 
for eight years," Kelley told Ren- 
ters. “She ran the country. We 
should be very grateful to 'Mrs. 
Reagan because she was a good 
president.” 

Ronald Reagan, however, said 
Kelley’s claims “clearly exceed 
the bound of decency." 

“They are patently untrue — 
everything from the allegation of 
marijuana use to marital infidel- 


ity to my failure to be present at 
the birth of my daughter, Patti, 
Reagan said in a statement. 

The book claims that the for- 
mer president continued to see 
one of his longtime girl friends 
after he married Nancy Reagan 
and charged that he' was with her 
when Patti, now estranged from 
her family, was bora. 

“While I am accustomed to 
reports that stray from the truth, 
die flagrant and absurd false- 
hoods cited in a recently pub- 
lished book clearly exceed the 
bounds of decency,” Reagan 
said. 

The allegations of a Nancy- 
Sinatara affair were splashed over 
the front of New York’s tabloids 
while pages of inride stories re- 
counted Kelley's allegations of 
Ronald Reagan's promiscuity in 
his early Hollywood days. Even 
the August New York Times 
played tee charges on page one. 

In an interview with Reuters, 
Kelley, 48, said she stood by her 
Claims based on more than 1,000 
interviews over four years with 
estranged family members, alien- 
ated former staff members as well 
as friends of the Reagans. 

Kelley said Mrs. Reagan’s most 


significant act in the White House 
was pushing her husband into a 
dialogue with the Soviet Union, 
which eventually led to the end of 
the cold war. 

Kelley also said Nancy Reagan 
hated George Bush and had nick- 
named Reagan's former vice 
president “whiney.” 

The first lady never forgave 
Bush for running against Reag an 
in the 1980 Republican primary 
and disparaged him behind his 
back as weak and spineless, she 
said. 

Kelley, who earned a S3.5 mil- 
lion advance from publisher 
Simon and Schuster for tbe book 
on Mrs. Reagan, wrote in earlier 
biographies teat Jacqueline Ken- 
nedy Onassis underwent shock 
treatment, that former President 
John F. Kennedy’s retarded sis- 
ter, Rosemary, had a lobotomy, 
and that Sinatara’s mother was an 
abortionist. 

Kelley also says in her new 
book that the Reagans smoked 
marijuana at a dinner party in the 
late 1960s when Reagan was still 
governor of California. 

According to White House 
aides quoted by Kelley, Mrs. 


Reagan began her affair with 
Frank Sinatara when her husband 
was still governor and the rendez- 
vous continued with private “lun- 
ches" in the White House. 

Kelley also unleashed a host of 
charges on Reagan's alleged adul- 
tery. 

She reported that he had an 
affair with actress Christine Lar- 
son during his first year of mar- 
riage to Nancy. She wrote that 
Reagan’s only other philandering 
during his marriage was in 1968 
when he allegedly seduced an 
18-year-old girl while governor of 
California. 

Kelley also quoted starlet 
Selene Walters as saying that a 
week before he announced his 
engagement to Nancy Davis in 
Febniaty, 1952, Reagan forced 
her to have sex with him. 

The former president said in 
hus statement that many of his 
friends had urged him to issue a 
point-by-point denial of the 
books charges. 

But, "to do so would. I feel, 
provide a legitimacy to a book 
that has no basis in fact and 
serves no decent purpose.” he 


Greene buried 
in Swiss hamlet 

VEVEY, Switzerland (AP) ■— 
Graham Greene was buried in a , 
Swiss village overlooking Lake T 
Geneva, after a Roman Catholic 
funeral in which he was eulogised 
as the “last classic writer of tbe 
20th century.” Only about 60 
people, mostly family and 
friends, attended the ceremony at 
St. John’s Church, near the hos- 
pital where the English novelist 
died of a blood disease last 
Wednesday. He was 86. fn a 
career spanning more than half a 
century. Greene wrote 24 novels, 
as well as essays and several 
successful movie scripts. Some of 
his most acclaimed novels indude 
The Power And The Glory and 
The Heart Of The Matter. “His 
work remains with us here and is 
his legacy to history,” said Father - 
Leopoldo Duran, a Spanish priest 
and longtime friend of Greene, 
who officiated. In his homily, 
Duran said Greene died peaceful- 
ly, “simply turning aside and 
falling asleep." He described the 
writer as a “lover of silence and 
solitude." 

Michael Landon 
has cancer 

MALIBU, California (R) — 
Television star Michael Landon 
said be is suffering from cancer of 
the pancreas and liver but is 
determined to beat the life- 
threatening disease. “I want my 
agent to know that this shoots to 
hell any chance of doing a health 
food commercial," the 55-year- 
old actor told reporters. He said 
when he first learned of the possi- 
bility he had cancer, “I began 
doing push-ups just to make sure 
I was just as strong as I was tbe 
day before, and I was. so 1^ 
figured I can beat it." Landon, 
who endeared himself to televi- 
sion audiences with starring roles 
in such series as Bonanza, Little 
House On The Prairie and High- 
way To Heaven, explained he 
had taken tbe unusual step of 
holding a press conference in the 
< hope that he and his family would 
not be hounded by the media. 

Aborigines find 
stolen opals in 
Australian outback 

SYDNEY (R) — Crime won’t 
pay for an Australian opal thief 
thanks to a group of aboriginal 
women who discovered his haul 
buried in the desert while attend- 
ing tribal rituals. After burying 
the opals, worth 500.000 Austra- 
lian dollars ($365,000), in a sandy 
grave in the outback five months 
ago the thief disappeared, con- 
tent nobody else would find his . 
booty. But nine days ago a group ' 
of aboriginal women attending 
tribal rituals in the desert noticed 
a shallow grave, scratched the 
surface and discovered a suitcase 
containing the stolen gems. *Td 
really kissed them goodbye,” the 
opals' owner, John Anderson, 
said by telephone from Mintabie, 
a small mining town 1,100 
kilometres north of Adelaide. A 
police spokesman in nearby Coo- 
ber Pedy said the opals were 
found on March 31, buried beside 
a dirt track about 25 kilometres 
outside Mintabie. He said no one 
has been arrested for the theft, - 
which occurred on Nov. 16, 1990, 
in Mintabie. 

Pakistanis seize 2 
tonnes of hashish ’ 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistani cus- 
toms officers seized two tonnes of 
hashish from a container at 
Karachi Port, a customs spokes- 
man said Monday. The drugs > 
seized Sunday, were concealed in 
a false wall of a container packed 
with bath robes waiting for export 
to an unnamed port in Europe. 

Bikers blockade 

Australian 

parliament 

CANBERRA (R) — Hundreds 
of leather-clad motorcyclists, pro - 
testing against plans to make 
them keep headlights on in day- 
light, blocked roads to Australia's 9 
parliament for an hour, jamming 
traffic and making politicians walk. 

The government plans to intro- 
duce laws this year to have 
motorcycle ignitions linked to A* 
light systems so that lights can 
never be turned off, making t he 
bikes more visible. But hikes’ 
leader Andy Hart told reporters 
it wa s not proven that. ligfa* 5 
permanently on would save lives. 
“We won’t be able to flash oor 
headlights any more. That’s, a 
better way of showing rootor*^ 
our presence,” he said. HaK's*“ia* 
die symbolic blockade had bc« n 
effective. “We had a few po^ 
clans who had to get out of tb® 1 
cars and walk up to the entrance*- 
Shame, isn’t it?” 



